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PREFACE

N 1934, the late J. Moffat Thomson, c.B.E., then Secretary for

Native Affairs, wrote a Memorandum on the Native Tribes and
Tribal Areas of Northern Rhodesia. The tribal map which accompanies
the Memorandum was drawn by the late W. C. Fairweather, C.B.E.,
then Director of Surveys,

This Memorandum, printed by the Government Printer, has
long been out of print and there has been no handy guide to the tribes
of the Territory. On the other hand, there has been so much research
and so many writings on the tribes during the past twenty years that
a reprinting of Moffat Thomson’s work would not have been sufficient
to indicate the present knowledge of tribal origins and history.

This work then is completely new. I have quoted freely from
Moffat Thomson because his paper was the first comprehensive
description of where our tribes came from and their relationships with
cach other. It formed an invaluable basis for future research. But
his paper was very short and I have had to enlarge considerably in
order to make full use of later studies. I have not hesitated 1o contra-
dict Moffat Thomson on occasion and, in order to make this work as
authoritative as possible, I have quoted extensively from acknowledged
experts.

At the same time, I have tried to keep the descriptions simple and
straightforward and I have avoided, I hope, any ethnological theorising.
The result is, no doubt, uneven, The amount of space given to a tribe
does not necessarily indicate its relative importance. There may have
been more written about it or, as in the case of many of the smaller
tribes, it may be of more interest to write about them before they are
absorbed by larger units, In any case most of the larger units, e.g.
Bemba, Ngoni, Loz, have a full-scale bibliography of their own.

Research, especially under the acgis of the Rhodes-Livingstone
Institute, still goes on and knowledge of tribal origins and affinities is
constantly being extended, so that this work is far from being exhaustive
and does not pretend to be anything but a quick survey of tribal
origins as known to-day.

Criticism has been made of the * rather miscellaneous scraps of
ethnographic data that keep popping up here and there » in this book.
Itis true that the theme of this work is historical rather than sociological,
but the “ scraps 7, ¢.g. on the Tonga or Mambwe, do tie up with the
recent history and development of the tribe concerned. They do add
interest, I believe, and emphasise differences in cultural history.
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hey fought and conquered ullw.r Bantu, such .. th‘
;.:ra who had arrived before them into what is now Nead |

INTRODUCTION

Of these separate waves \Y:hnc Says:. That the ¢
Rantu were ill-organised both from a political and milir.
seems certain or they would not have been easily overryp
in most cases by the later invaders. To the eqp
invasions it seems fashionable to-day to apply the A
which is used in a linguistic sense and is far from egs
the later stages belong the people who founded the L 1
stocks, of northern origin with distinct physical cha,
senting a more efficient Bantu culture, and ) i
affected at least dynastically especially among the ‘
empire in the Congo basin.”  White goes on 1o say th,
that the Mbwela and the Lukolwe belonged to these s, m
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CHAPTER 1
THE TRIBES OF BAROTSELANp

The people we now know as the Baratsp, or more Prope
Lozi, were originally a tribe known as Aluyi, and achl‘ding ¥,
own historians they came into the Barotse Plain from the Cq

from Angola about 300 years ago, in the 1600s. Qpe version s;
Lunda and Lovale people had reached [pe_ savannah coungpy |
upper Zambezi before them and the :\J_u_w lived among the Lyp
some time, but gradually worked their way southwards untj
reached the great Zambezi Plain. White doubts this sg 0
it is more likely that the Lunda and Lovale came after the Aluyi,
Here, according to legend, they conquered and drove s
westwards to the outer confines of the valley certain Primitive
such as the Subiya, Mashi and Shanjo—all probably relics g
earliest inhabitants of Central Africa. From 1600 to 1836, with
setbacks, the Aluyi extended their sway over the Zambezj |
mto the bush country westward and collected tribute even
tribes beyond the Kafue. Their language, Siluyi, was p;
among the Indunas and used by the ruling family of Barots
But at the end of the 18th century began the first of a ser
migrations and invasions from the south into the Zambezi
The first arrivals were the Bahurutse, a branch of the Bechuana
They do not seem to have been so much invaders as coloni
came in small numbers—because they were quickly absorbed
Lozi. Sir Harry Johnston thought that * their descendants m
the * Njenji * or * Zinzi * tribe, the people of which still speak a
of Sechuana and are settled rather high up on the Zambezi ”.
There is a theory that the name Bahurutse is the origin
word Barotse, that the Bahurutse rerained this tribal name and
was their influence that their new home was called after them,
which was eventually shortened to Barotse. But the more a
theory concerning the origin of the name Barotse is connected
the next invasion, described below, of the Kololo, also from the

* White expands on this statement and comments (in litt.):
Presumably this is the same as Luyana. Jacottet collected texts and gr
material fifty years ago which shows that it was in general use then
merely as a language of Indunas or the Royal Family. Such infos
I have mdicates that it is stll in general use among people who are
The same applies to the remark about Siluyi dying out before Sikolo
next page). ~ So far as I can judge Luyana, Kwanga, Mbowe, Liuwa,
SR e S e o o et B i o N on Gt wren Mooy Bow, o 153
od srads LUYIII!}:" boy s BEMBA NKULU OF s A
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“ When the Kololo entered Barotseland from the south, they
found, near Sesheke, a tribe of Subiya, who paid tribute to the Luyi,
pronouncing the name Luizi, which the Kololo in turn corrgplcd iplo
Lozi. Later the missionaries of the Paris Evangelical Mission, being
alrcady well learned in Sesutho, decided to utilise Kololo for their
teaching. For some reason they elected to spell Barozi as Barotse
from which Barotseland is derived.”

The Kololo were a migrating horde of real invaders who came in
from the south in 1823 and conquered the Lozi. These Kololo were
another branch of the Suthu, who, under their Chief Sebitwane, had
reached the Basutoland area as a result of the wars of the Zulu Chief
Shaka. They were a part of the great return migration northwards
from Natal that has already been mentioned.

The Kololo, in addition to conquering the Toka and Subiya,
occupied most of Barotseland and although most of the Lozi withdrew
northwards and maintained several independent chieftainships there,
others remained on and became subjects to the Kololo, The language
of the conquerors, Sikololo, became the lingua franca of the Barotse
Plain and has remained so, even Siluyi dying out before it.

The Kololo kingdom did not last very long. Sebitwane died in
1851 and he was succeeded by Mamochisasi and he by Sekeletu.
Under this last chief, the Kololo began to raid the Ila during the years
1854-55. Sekeletu died in 1863; Mamili succeeded but he was driven
out by Mbolo. In 1864, a Loz prince called Sipopa, who had been
brought up amongst the conquerors, seized one of the northern
chieftainships and from there drove out Mbolo and almost annihilated
the Kololo who were, even although they had only been in the valley

a short time, beginning to die out from fever as well as from intensive
warfare.

The Kololo, from the southern cattle-complex culture, were a
patrilineal warrior race. In addition to the language, these other
cultural influences have left their mark on the Lozi. They had cattle
before the invasion of the Kololo, but the complex was strengthened.
It is probable that the Luyi were matrilineal as were most of the
peoples from the north. Patriliny, on the other hand, was typical of
the warrior invaders on the northward migration and the Royal line
is now patrilineal with commoners’ succession being bilateral, i.e.
either through male or female,

Even before the Lozi had re-established themselyes in the great
plain, there were further invasions from the south. This time they
were of Matabele and Sebitwane and the Kololo had established
their capital at Sesheke in order to meet this threat from the south.
One early raid is said to have taken place during the time the Kololo
were in power and Lobala Matabele (the Matabele Plain) just south of
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Senanga was the scenc (;.1 _; great Kololo ViCtOIy_
is Beta Island, the largest island in the ZambezL
raiders were on the e bank, on the Plain, the
head of cattle, including a cow without heg -
cow continually called the calf which eventug] m
river. The Matabele were thus convinced that y
other bank and the army crossed in canoes,
Kololo took away the canoes leaving the Mats
When it was duly weakened the Kololo Crosseq
whole horde.
Sipopa continued the expansion of Loz ing,
Tonga in 1866 and the Ila in 1871, In 1876 s;j
rebellion and Mwanawina became chjef only tq
turn by Libosi Lewanika who was to become the ;
Paramount chiefs of Barotseland and the founder
But even Lewanika could not avoid trouble and in
But he returned to power in 1885 and in turn depgg,
taken his place.

In 1882 Lewanika sent m
Tonga and in 1888 !n'mself led a raid against the Ila,
the system of sending representatives to minor tr;
tribute was paid. (See especially under Loyale

When Lewanika became

ore expeditions

“ Members of
comprised the By, ol some twenty-five

s nation, :
s“biy:,mﬂad o 2l the other tribes, save for
Bar ' main communities outs
nuclear COmmunity of the diseri

THE TRIBES OF BAROTSELAND 9

¢ The tribes may be grouped on the basis of common culture and
language. I have not myself been able to do so, but give a general
classification partly based on the accepted one; partly on some know-
ledge of common customs; partly on Barotse statements abotft th;lr
mutually understanding one another’s language, while allowing for
the Lozi classification.

“ Nearly all Lozi lived in the flood plain area, and in the plain
itself nearly all the inhabitants were Lozi. In the sou}hem part qf the
plain, there were many Kwandi, a Luyana group so like the Loz that
they are spoken of as Maloszi tota (Lozi proper). A few Lozi were
settled at nearby Bush damboes, some had gercolated dowr_l the
Zambezi and there were groups of them established to rule distant
areas. On the margins of the plain dwelt members of many other
tribes. On the eastern margin of the plain near Mongu were large
settlements of the descendants of Mbunda who immigrated from the
west to the rule of King Mulambwa early in the 19th century.”

These Mbunda were in two groups under Mwenekandala and
Mwechiengele. Both groups were refugees and they were welcomc.d.
Their culture, according to Gluckman, assimilated largely to the Lozi’s
and became distinct from that of other Mbunda so that they had
sufficient identity to constitute a separate tribal group known as
“Old Mbunda”. When the Lozi fled before the Kololo the Old
Mbunda went with them.

Gluckman goes on: “ At the north-eastern environs of the plains
were groups of Nkoya, Mbowe and Lunda. Scattered among these
main groups are now the homesteads of many Mbundaand Lovale, who
have recently immigrated to British rule from Angola. They, with
Luchazi and Chokwe immigrants, are collectively referred to as Wiko
(Mawiko—* western people *). Occasional homesteads of Ila, Swahili,
Totela and other tribes are found in this region. On the western
margin of the plain were peoples of Luyana (chiefly) and other assimi-
lated tribes; as I have not worked there I do not detail their centres of
residence.  As elsewhere, the population was mixed. West of them
were Luba-speaking tribes. In the bush, east of the middle region of
the plain, the chief tribe was Kwangwa, but there are now also many
immigrant Wiko and Old Mbunda and some Lozi. South of them,
Totela predominated, and north and east were Nkoya.”

Gluckman gives a chart showing the extent of the full kingdom,
but since the Balovale District has broken away and Lozi domination
over the Mumbwa, Kasempa and Namwala area is no longer acknow-
ledged, the following revised and shortened list shows the present
tribal representation in Barotseland proper.
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The Mashi and Mafwe (or Fwe) were two tribes of semi-nomadic
dwellers along the Mashi River. The international boundary, con-
nected with the flood-line of the river, is very vague in this area and
many of the people move backwards and forwards across the Angola
border. The Mashi are classed by Moffat Thomson as Luba-speaking
and as already indicated they may well be the Bampukushu under a
different name.  The District Note Book says they are “ practically
amphibious ” and live in mat and grass shelters on ant-hills in the
swamps of the Kwandi.

Lieut.-Col. P. C. Middleton when District Commissioner,
Senanga, wrote the following concerning the Mafwe: * This tribe is
included in the groups of people called the Mashanjo, Ba-Mulonga and
Ba-Mashi and probably form the majority in the first two. All these
people, as well as the Ba-Simaa, speak dialects of Sifwe. The writer
has been unable to discover anything of their origins except for vague
reference to a legendary personality who led them years ago from the
south (?) along the Kwando River. Originally these people were
nomadic hunters building no villages and cultivating no gardens.
They have now settled down and herd cattle and produce a surplus of
grain. They are famed for their hunting and their ability to consume
vast quantities of meat and the writer can witness to thirty-five of them
eating an entire roan antelope bull in one night. In the morning
nothing but the hide, hooves and major bones were Jeft

According to the District Note Book, the Mulonga were a semi-
nomadic tribe found over eighty miles west of Kalabo. They lived on
game, wild fruits and fish. They had no cattle, cultivated no crops
and only occasionally kept goats and fowls.

Mr. Morgan, also a District Commissioner, Senanga, goes on:
“ Tunderstand that the Mafwe came originally from northern Bechuana-
land and are still found in Bechuanaland, Caprivi Strip, and in the
Sesheke and Senanga districts of Baro , in proximity to the
Kwando (or Mashi or Chobe or Linyati) River. They have reached
as far as the south-western part of this district.”

C.—Nkoya Group

Nkoya, Mashasha, Lukolwe and Lushange. These are practically
oncuibenowinmeMankoyaDisu-ictmd&imkoyawas,mdingm
Clay3 universally spoken even as late as 1940. Earlier, Moffat Thomson
classified this group as Luba-speaking (see below).

D.—lla-Tonga Group .

OnlytheSubiyaandTotchofthisgrmpmnowian
proper. "I‘hcothm(Ih.nga,Toh)minldininingmmm
landd:smcfs. TthubiyundTomhmckndymhmdmtheTom
andacoordmgtoMeﬁatThomnn!pochhxw. Sir Harry
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but that it was then dying out in favour of Sikol
seems to have ousted Sikololo in more recent tim
Rhodesia Subiya. The tribe stretches intg the :
branch of it, according to the Sesheke Districy No Privi g
from the Bampukushu. te BoOh,
The Totela, in addition to being skilled j ¢
renowned as dagga smokers and they are said ron
honey as well as dagga to the Loz, They used . 10 hay
the custom of wearing a secpa cat skin as a Jojy clgﬂl:e o
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E.—Others

Although the Lozi lost Balovale in 19
of Lovale, Lunda, Ndembu, Mbwela, Ch ol‘t&et:;? are st
land proper. There are also occasional Ndcbdiu ha:

Barotse and there is a migratory groy S
corner. 'Y group of Bushmen j thy

SOME ETHNOLOGICAL DETAILS

It is not possible to give historical
: or e
Fhe mb;s b:?d groups that make up Barotse,
instanced below are little more than names n,
been studied in detail ejther sociologically ;-Wd? i
Bur as regards one grou, e
. . . P the Nko 4
mfgrmanox? in Clay’s History o_;’ the Mani,o_;awzt}h:%? ;
while quoting extensively because the history of Ma :
Covers much of the Lozi and other tribes under the .
i Su;
According to Clay—* There are Nkoya in the fo

Balovale, Mankoya, Mongu-Lealuj, Kalabo, Senanga,

Livingstone. From the Kasempa District the tribe }

hundred years into Mankoya bu

“In the Mankoya District the trf

the Sesheke District and the small block in the Livingstone District
who may be Shikalu rather than actual Nkoya,”

The Nkoya were the earliest inhabitants of this particular arca
and they are of Luba stock although they had a language, Sinkoya,
of their own. There is some doubt as to the date when they were
subjected by the Lozi. Mr. Jalla in his Lozi history puts the date at
carlier than 1860. After the conquest many of the Nkoya were taken
to the Barotse Plains together with the drums which are still extant
to-day as the Nkoya band of the Paramount Chief of the Lozi.

According to legend many of the earlier chiefs of the Nkoya were
women and succession was matrilineal until the conquest by the Lozi
when the system changed to fit in with Lozi patriliny.

The Lushange, a small tribe on the western border of Mankoya,
spoke a dialect akin to Sinkoya and is the most primitive of the tribes
in the district. According to Clay even as late as 1929 they still lived
in grass or leaf shelters. It may be that these people arrived even
earlier than the Nkoya,

The Mashasha, the next biggest tribe after the Nkoya in this
group, occupy the southern area of Mankoya and spread over the
Kafue River into the area of the Kaonde Chief, Kabulwebulwe, where
they have intermarried and become assimilated. It was in this area,
the Hook of the Kafue, that Livingstone marked them in one of his
maps. The Mashasha once were much more powerful and in the mid-
19th century spread north-eastwards as far as Kasempa. They, too,
had been conquered by the Lozi at some early date in the century
but some time after 1864, when Sipopa became Lozi Paramount,
they refused to pay tribute and killed two Lozi collectors. Sipopa
sent a punitive impi which scattered the Mashasha and also the
Lushange. Later the Kaonde also defeated the Mashasha and their
area was reduced to its present size.

The Lukolwe tribe is, according to Clay, * at present to be found
only in two places in the Mankoya District—along the Dongwe River
and in Kalubi’s area on the Luena. The Lukolwe in Kalubi’s area
went there in 1924, or about that date”. Mr. Jallas history of the
Barotse contains many mentions of the Lukolwe in the earlier chapters,

be i et

ict:tﬁ-;‘lll;d m?mthe Ic;Intre of the district, mai;slya:m the It.
s W i

eb g ¢ there are also 3 few villages on the

€s to the west, and 2 i
to the east, This block in t}; o Some tHOURES

from which we gather that they had their own chief and were formerly
a considerable tribe.

Originally, Nkoya, Mashasha and Lukolwe were probably one

the mory, Lukolve, an egrc:gg o f the Myt tribe, and it is suggested that when the tribe broke up under the Lozi
€ Dorth-west py 1 e om the Balov. attacks the three present branches were formed.

th ha.nge Kwan W
e Lo, e, K ant Ko
the Mankog 3, ">t 20 south-west by Mashasha and

¢ Senanga District and those undi

“ The Lukolwe then inhabited—apart from those in Mwinilunga
District—the Dongwe area in the north of the Mankoya District, the
area in the west of the Kasempa District between the Dongwe and the
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. .d a very small area in the south of ;

;?:;:;{;’tha;mher two areas to the north.” *s

Again according t0 Clay, “the name M ‘

¢ people of the east ” in the same way the * Mawiko »

the west’. Looking at @ tribal map of Northern R

the expression Mbwela used for the people under

Pompola in the south of the Mwinilunga District, whoi
properly Lukolwe.”

The Shikalu is a tribe mentioned by Clay byt 4
Thomson or Gluckman. Clay says: “A smaj n 5
near the source of the Luampa belong to this tribe, ag '
in the Livingstone District. According to their oy g
came from the Barotse Valley in the time of Paramount ¢
of the Lozi (crca 1820) who settled them where they x

state that the district was empty when they arrived. -
is very similar to that spoken by the Nkoya of the
District and differs considerably from that of the Ni
District. i -
& “ The Shikalu may be an important link in the eg;
indigenous tribes of Barotseland an i vy
i d more information
The Kwangwa, Kwangwa-Lima, Lima, T, A
group of tribes described by Clay, most of,' wﬂ:)e;: ;,:e
their domicile several times during the 19th oot
Sesheke had been under Loz s i e
: uzerainty since the ¢
century and in 1836 when the Kololo invasion occu;
ruled from Sesheke they fled northwards until they

mne;
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plains. There is no tribal recollection of any movement from else-

where, and it is generally accepted mowadays among the natives

themselves that they have always lived where most of them are living

to-day. There has been no chief of the Kwangwa since the tume of
one Mage, said to have been the contemporary of the Barotse Para-

mount Chief Ngombala, and who must therefore have lived ar least
150 years ago. Since that time the Kwangwa have been under the
Lozi and have looked to no other chiefs but theirs, though as has been
already noted they have sometimes backed one claimant against
another in internecine struggles. It seems that their blood has had
less intermixture than that of the Lozi, among whom the blood of other
tribes is ubiquitous.

“ As a tribe the Kwangwa are bilingual, speaking Kwangwa and
Lozi. Kwangwa is said to be very similar indeed to the old Siluyi or
Siluyana spoken by the Lozi before the Kololo invasion. The fact that
Kwangwa has survived while Siluyana has disappeared is a good proof
that the Kololo, though extracting tribute from what remained of the
Kwangwa, did not in fact penetrate to any extent into the bush country
off the plains, and that is also borne out by native memory. When the
Kololo invaded the country, the important Kwangwa fled with the
Lozi to the Lukwakwa and returned to their old country after Sipopa
became settled in his chieftainship. Many of the common people,
however, continued to exist in the bush for a number of years near
their old homes until they were discovered by the Kololo who made
them pay tribute.

“The Kwangwa, Kwangwa-Lima and Lima all speak different
dialects, which are said to have considerable differences. After much
questioning of natives of these tribes, it seems probable that no proper
explanation can now be given of their different origins without a great
deal of research by someone who could compare linguistic differences.

“ The problem of who the Kwangwa-Lima are cannot be answered.
The solutions offered by natives may be mentioned, though they appear
extremely unlikely. The first is that the Kwangwa-Lima are the
children of Kwangwa fathers and Nkoya mothers. The second is
tha_tthctermKwangwa—Limawasnothwdbcforethcan?ﬂlofthe
white men. Personally I incline to the view that the distinction may
havesomcthingmdowithdiﬂ'emeebctweenﬂmscwhowmtupto
the Lukwakwa in the Kololo times and those who remained behind.
It is known that when Lewanika was driven into exile in 1884 a
usur'perffomtheLukwekWawasetnp;dho,althmghhemi
Lombybmh,wnsnmbletospe&mykmgmgeswemna. Possibly
mthefonyyunofetﬁeﬁnguiaﬁcdiﬁamafmmm
tance may have grown up between those who went and those who
stayed behind. More research is necessary on this point.
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“ It has been suggested that the Lima may ol
fled at some time from Shukulumbwe (1la). The T
to have originated from Sesheke, where the gm[.eroteh
still remains. The Mbowela are closely connecteq 3
and also appear to have Sesheke origin, They get
their trade or trade guild.”

SOME MINOR TRIBES OF BAROTSBM

The preceding sections of this chg i
obscure is the tribal history and cthnogxfpt;;cwm e
the smaller tribes of Barotseland. A glance
the tribes in their areas will confirm this, Many of the
firted loosely into an ethnic pattern but others have =
on them are given below.

Ifaﬂmcsmaugmupseanbcclassedas i
than the twenty-five given by Gluckman, e

Mananswa.—These are offshoots of th ’

. Ma : e
tribe said to number, in 1954, only 359 people ins:;
and 21. n the Sesheke District. Mr. M. Mitch
Q?m@ssmpcr,_ Mongu, has this to say about them :
living in this _dxstpict retain a little of their own dial
libood they are virtually completely

Century ago. The, i :
ancestors Jived. thy are said to be from near

Maswing »

Makangaly ang Makeangal; -

. ali —The 1954 p,
gg)mdi 0f 634 Makangalg, i the Kalabo (510), Mankoya
mcnts:sTFI‘tsh'cmMn A F. B. Glennie, Rm',dcnt* .
ey are two tribes around which so
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was deposed in 1884. They had a very distinctive hair style&sﬁbm
being woven into the hair to give the appearance of long strands.

i istri ificent

Tungwe.—A group in the Senanga District. They are magni
«;wimn:‘cn§ . :and thg;rc are many legends concerning their ‘ablhty :12
remain under water for long periods spearing fish or recovering goo
from overturned canoes.

Mahombi.—A group in the Senanga District said to be descendants
of Basuto refugees who had joined Sebitwane.

Mahumbe.—A small tribal group in the Mongu District also with
affinities to the south.

; ny ; it

Mambalangwe —A group in Kalabo District said to be relate: ¢

the Lovale except that they live in the bush land and not on the Zambezi.

They are renowned as medicine makers and also for a dance—** sen-
gubu "—that lasted several days and nights without a stop.

Maliuwa.—A small tribe in the Kalabo District who live on the
border of the plain of the same name. Practically absorbed by the
Lozi now. Mr. D. G. Brown, District Commissioner, Kalabo, states
that these people were a mixture of Kwandi, Makoma, Nyengo and
Lovale who have been isolated in the remote plain and almost untouched
by outside influences until very recent years.

Mambumi—Shown on the list of chiefs as a tribe in the Kalabo
District and also referred to as a tribe in the Report of Commission on
Relations between Paramount Chief of Barotse and chiefs of Balovale.

Lwandamo and Namale.—Both referred to as tribes in the list of
chiefs but there is no recorded information about them Mr. D. G.
Brown thinks that the name ILwandamo crept into the chiefs’ list some
time ago in error and the error has been perpetuated.

Yauma.—A population list for Barotseland gives 941 Yauma in
Kalabo and sixty-six in Mongu. Nothing is known of these people.
Mr. D. G. Brown states that the Yauma are an immigrant tribe from
Angola and are allied to the Mbunda,

Mbumbi—Mr. D. G. Brown states that, rather like the Liuwa,
these people are a heterogenous collection that have taken the name
of the area in which they live. The Mbumbi are mixed Totela,
KRwandi, Simaa and Shanjo who have settled on the Mbumbi stream,

Ndebe.le.—A 1954 population list shows 592 Ndebele in the
Mongu District; 207 in the Kalabo District and 129 in Sesheke.
They are presumably descendants of the carly raiders although some
may have migrated of recent years from Southern Rhodesia.
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THE BUSHMEN

Dr. Desmond Clark has supplied the fOUOWj_ng notes.

“ The Bushmen in south—wes.t Barotselang are 3 gr,,

one of the Northern Bu§hman trlbes),_the mam group o
:o the south and west in the _Caprm. Strip, :

MaKwengo by thc'Lozx, Shanm, _Sublya and other

whom they live; this name is applied also, accor ding :
the Bechuana to some of the northern.Bechuanalaud

first record of them is probably by Coillard, the foung

Mission in Barotseland. But see also SteVCDSOn-Hamﬂ )

Oppenheimer Series.

“In Northern Rhodesia they now live in three ma;
previously must have been more aumerous and more
in the south-west corner of the Territory. One group p
of the Njoka River with the Zambezi, between §j
Mulilo, has settled down to life in a Permanent vj]la
and owning some stock. The other 8Toups own no s
within the last few years taken to planting millet. h
and collecting vegetable foods, honey, etc.; and age
land /forest dwellers. They build no Permanent hy;
an area of country stretching from the Zambezi to sey
beyond the Mashi, in fact the area covered by the
to be much less than a thousand Square miles. Dy,
are more or less continually on the move but dy
they fall back upon their permanent Wwaterholes,
being Domba and Taba in the Shanjo country

and the Mashj, They live quite amicably among these
o barter tobacco, iron, ¢tc., in exchange for hides
Most of their jron comes, however, from the
Mampukushy living on the Mashi River,

“In their physica] features
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i camps and live in
L n the move, they build t:xpp(.)rary a o
11 g?e];?veohuts formed of bent-over withies i:]’::rre; ;v:t;\e gras Fo
sm%% 1 or else in windbreaks formed by two mats. . o, th':rmannm_uml
g holes they have built some thatched shel ters b e
g::ce):;e (;)attern and these are sometimes cozvel:to:i g:iopc)isoned P
i Their weapons are the 5
mats around the sides. g seribisli Ay
i iron heads, but they also s ; o
“lqtohcl;:;glital?: r:cans of sx;ares and by constructing pit and fall traps
als

: . 3
various kinds.”
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me from Mwata ‘x’amvwa’,

The 1‘.“““1:. ' iny direct link that can noy b:mm y

does not ,W,h,;m ['his 18 strange because the w v
great ¢h : ond largest tribe in Northern Rhodesig but —:;A
{ the Luba group with the moge str :

only th
homogeneous o

e Succession o fhl"“}lill"lup 1% .. t
polie al system 4 muﬂhm

Lunda it is patrilineal. The name of the p
pr l’h‘ !r’ ”;m Chitimukulu, does not appear to have
"I,'}"m"." they had occupied their present area,
ntil ¢
; One story of their origin is that the Bemba were followey
f Mwata Yamywa's sister who nl*.'? Set out o CAIVE by

This may account for the matrilineal descent of

son o
empire
he first ancestor of the Bemba is kr_mwn as Chiti Myl
the Luban) and according to Audrey l(lchardu, s
Jonger understood by the Bemba ‘-v'(’l'!”".n(){ltr, are gii]] used
the religious ritual at the Paramount Chief’s court *, yyp,
particular migration of Bemba is not known, nor g it kna
leaders established themselves, but the group must hayve
dated by the time they crossed the I:uapu‘ln for,
Audrey Richards, “ the composition of the mvading grou
mines the title to chieftainship, rank, succession to yap
and the order of precedence of a number of older clang »,
The Lovale, according 1o one legend, are also de
sister of Mwata Yamvwa and descent here too is mateil
story is that Chisengo, the sister, and her husband
broke away from Mwata Yamywa's court and went
Lwena River in Angola: hence the term Lwena som
the tribe.  Chisenga’s son, Chinyama, became the first
new independent group that are now known as the Loy

White gives another version in which one Lueji, sister
succeeded to the chieftainship of a Lunda group, Du
a Luba hunter, Chibinda, came along and married
Lucji’s menstrual seclusion Chibinda, with Lueji's
seized the royal emblems and drums, became ruler and th
a Luba dynasty among the Lunda. “ It is often said
lineal succession of the Lunda chiefs is derived fron
element.”  In one northern Lunda version, Chinyama,
the Lwena or Lovale, was Lueji’s brother,

g e dates the esablishment of Chibinda’s ¢
and in the immediately subsequent periods g
broke away to found the Chokwe, Lwena, Luchazi
and probably 4 litle Jater the Ndembu and Lunda
Musokantanda followed them, By 1750 all these tribx
substantially the same country g they occupy to

PARAMOUNT CHIEF CHITIMUKULU OF THE BEmpa, 1956

[Pheto: Fedinform
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must be made 1o the probability that the people already in these areas
were Mbwela, viz. the legend that Chinyama fought the Mbwela on
the upper Zambezi on his arrival, whilst Saluseke subdued an Mbwela
people further west who are to-day of Luchazi stock. The Lunda
being the weakest never obliterated the Mbwela in their country,
hence the few remnants of the Lukolowe, whom they found already
before them, surviving in the Kabompo Valley to-day.”

Whereas the Bemba extended their empire by raiding and fighting
and the Lozi by a combination of fighting, followed by the installation
of Loz chiefs over conquered arcas and of tribute collectors over
what one might call subdued areas, the Lunda, especially those of the
Luapula, seem to have extended their sway on a sort of Commonw calth
system by embracing other people to their culture. As Slaski puts it:
« The Lunda possessed a special status (in the Luapula Valley) and
constituted a sort of nobility to which disunguished outsiders—
non-Lunda chiefs and headmen—could be admitted by being invested
with Lundahood (ubulunda). The southern Lunda (of the North-
Western Province), on the other hand, had fissiparous tendencies mn
their early history, as had many of the other north-western tribes
having, as we have scen, a Lunda origin. The Northern Rhodesia
section of the tribe very nearly became subordinate to the Loz and
only broke away in 1941.

i
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Having described briefly the common ancestry of a very large
section of the population, each group and its associated tribes must
now be considered in detail.

Lunpa > FT 951
IN! CHirers SHINDE (ON LE ) AND KAZEMBE. ABOUT 1
]

[Photo: Inform)
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White says of the Lo_vale"_'. They have sprufl w‘lde y _
west of Northern Rhodesia being commonly met with in Barotseland

f

o ac FEETFET

d parts of Mwinilunga mq Kasunpa, usually foﬂmg ¢
z:rlalue)}r’s on account of their fishing habits. Although falhng into certain
Jocal groups they form a much more homogeneous tribe than any of
the other north-western peoples.”

Early writers commented on the frequency of female chiefs
among the Lovale and St. Hill Gibbons described thz _system.of
government as “ pure gynocracy ”. Although succession is ten_dmg
to change to patriliny, in the traditional system heirs cou.l'd be either
brothers’ sons or sisters’ sons or sisters’ daughters of a reigning male
chief whereas under the Luchazi system, and under the Lunda and
Chokwe systems too, heirs are sisters’ sons.

The Luchazi form another element of this group. According to
McCulloch, “ they also have traditions of origin from the empire of
the Mwata Yamvwa, but there is insufficient information to work out
the full story in these traditions, which have several variations. Lunda
of Shinde and many local Luchazi claim that the founder of the Luchazi

was Mutunda, a contemporary of Shinde who broke away from the
Lunda.

¢ The first group of Luchazi entered Northern Rhodesia in about
1900 and were given land in the Lunda tribal area by Shinde. In
1910 a party of Luchazi under Samuzimu entered Rhodesia from the
north-west and settled between Chavuma and Makondu on the east
side of the Zambezi. The main immigration in 1917 followed the
Luchazi-Mbunda revolt in Angola, when groups of both tribes, flecing
from alleged Portuguese reprisals, came down the Lungwebungu
River into the Mongu District, settled near Lukulu, but later moved
into cast Balovale, where they were given land by the Lozi Chief
Sikufele. In the next twenty-five years there was lary le ims
tion into Balovale and Barotseland and, after 1930
lunga. Since 1938, however, it has been steadily
in the Lunda area were disliked by the Lunda, who [
including their leader Samuzimu, moved into the wﬂéhm

ide

Hakina,

o

under the Lozi.”
Whnesmg it e

Barotse ince,

in Balovale and K

Kalwilu, Chikor
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themselves vaka-ndonga, the river people, whilst a THE SOUTHERN LUNDA, LOVALE, LUCHAZI, CHOKWE 27
~ 2 saka-nt 2 & : '
e Chokwe immigration into Northern Rhodesia began in 1920.
McCulloch says that: « Many of the earlier immigrants were refugees

from Portuguese reprisals after the sacking by the Chokwe of Vila

« The Luchazi are actually one section of a very Ia
of allied peoples occurring over most of the interior of soy

This assemblage is collectively often termed ¢ Ganpyelae: Luzo (later Moxico). Present immigration, however, is activated by

Portuguese.”  According to various writers this m economic advantages, and the immigrant often returns to Visit friends
Lovale, Mbwela, Mbunda and others. in Angola.”

White goes on : “ The Mbunda deserv: of
Mbunda infiltration into Barotseland com;:nv;?dn
certainly well before the Makololo invasion. The old Mt
there have been subjected to strong Kololo acculturation,
assimilated. But later groups of the Mbunda are vefy .
Luchazi, When the Kololo invasion occurred. lugg
Mbunda with a few Lozi fled north to the Man;rmgm
of them remains in the people ruled by the dynasty of :
Royal Lozi line, but a branch with Mbunda blood. E
predominantly Luchazi and Chokwe.” (See note on G

The origin of the Chokwe, the lar
3 gest of the gro
m 600,000 spread throughout Angola, the Congé
e ia (35,000), is linked with that of the Lovale, w]
Bm;nbed. As usual in such legends of origin therear;
h::tcally the story follows the marriage of Lueji -
2 the: gﬁnda'(see carlier section) and the simplest
. e Chngyama, the brother of Lueji, foun
P some of his followers broke away, journeyed
Bave 1ise to the Chokwe. The new groul; was “ org

1o pay tribute to the M::tia i o

White gives a little further information : *“ The Chqkwe are the
fourth element in the Mawiko. Their home is the drainage of the
Kasai and its adjacent rivers in north-west Angola and the ‘south-west
Belgian Congo. Chokwe expansion into Northern Rhodesia has been
comparatively recent, but they had already previously spread south'wards
in Angola into part of the country inhabited by the Luchazi and
Lwena. Their main areas of settlement in Northern Rhodesia are
the eastern half of the Balovale District and the Kabompo District,
and there are considerable numbers of them in the Barotse Province.
In this wide diffusion various groups of them have tended to become
separated by name. Chokwe immigrants into Northern Rhodesia
recognise three groups of their tribe—Chokwe chaMwanakandala on
the middle Kasai about Saulimo, chaMuwachisenga (= Mona-Kisenge)
in the Belgian Congo from Chikapa northwards, and chaMuwakanyika,
the most numerous element in Northern Rhodesia originating on the
southern Kasai from Ndala to Vila Luso.

«The Ovimbundu whose home is in the highland of Angola
form yet another element in the mosaic of the peoples of the north-west.
They are not usually included among the Mawiko and form an element
in the Balovale people quite small in number but important historically.

Groups of them have settled in many areas in the north-west of
Yamvwa.”

Chikie 3 ; Northern Rhodesia. In Barotge!and they are knqun as Mambari
“g & h:smmn was rapid and, accord «( and were thus referred to by Livingstone. They v1§1tcd Barotseland
“ImFm?shismry bmmm:::@ at an carly date, bu well over a century ago as traders and slavers, mi for the
it cen the 17th and the Portuguese.

“To close this description mention may be made briefly of one
or two other elements in the north-west. The Minungo appear to be

: from th i
ivory, e Po; = 4
ory. “They rugucse i hybrid Chokwe-Lunda origin and occasional individuals of this group

travellers i n:l:; g‘m a reputation as enthus:

report i ‘ be met
small groy distant from the centre . :
Ps trading in rubber, iy mdgf «T :
the 7Y EIEW powerfy] f he Lukolwe and Mbwela are part of the Nkoya people (see
Lunda King, enough by the mid

: £ relevant section). They were originally widespread over this

d y were originally wi area,

%mmmﬂiwm Yamvwa on sev b“tm-flayarcconﬁnedtopamnfthel(abompo\hﬂey. They have

left their traces much further north in the names of rivers in Mwini-

: {;ﬂgﬂ, in places where they no longer occur. The Mbwela may have

of ocout Period were d A:“mgmalinhabiunmofmuchuofthisemm,mdwmdsinm
erle o paton by the Chokwe Lg°hb=f0retheriseofthel..m Luchazi and Chokwe, The
wena proverb Mushilinjinji kambwela indicates that they were once
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; ‘::_ixmerous people, literally ¢ 45 nu
“.cr:na c:'m hardly haye had conta e
b f¢ once Mbwela ip the Lw s e
anguela people in Angola are s;.i.ila iy i

culturally or lip, : calleq
) guistically belones Mbwbh
nNging to them,

" Thus the north-w,
s ~West corne;
;\Sz ‘t)l{rc. of a country which jg Bdésger ]
Pects, but in tribal ang cultura] rpome Pmm@'ﬁ
north-west, to Angola and the Be]gir;; Cong v

_ The influence of th
1S considerable, Whjtee:

agriculturalists jp
many of them
cts the outlook of the

eénergetic cultivators and
Pmm culture conta

a cash crop is available,
a_cquired more special accomplishmen

a@s*. How far their dcsirle) to grovtvs ;:s? 5
pmr]y strong economic outlook, it is g
there is no doubt that this outlook is hi

;ﬂ;n. Village stores and hawkers are nume
someone aptly referred to them as the ]
Rhodesia. The far-ranging Lovale or ks
ra.dv_vay line and beyond are in fact carryi
trading caravans of the last three centuries.

“ Because of this economic outlook,
strongly established in this rural area;
mugrant taxable males never cultivate tl
their savings when they return from the u
well d»CVdOPCd and bﬂ.Ckhyers, carp
pot menders and growers of European
a living locally. Cattle are not kept as
the area is largely free from tsetse but
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NOTE ON CHIEFTAINSHIP IN THE GROUP

hereas the Lovale have a traditional system of chiefs, the

had no chiefs but only elders.

e information about the traditional form of chieftain-

Luchazi. Portuguese writers say that they had no
describe vaguely a form of federation of “ tribes ”
each with its own head. In Northern Bhodaia, Kalunga‘at Balova.l::1
i& recognised as 2 chief under the Nflﬂve .Authonty Ordinance, a}t:ls
comes of chiefly descent. He recognises Sikufele of Kabompo as

superior.

chhc Kabompo Boma and the Manyinga Nativx? At{‘nhority were
formed to deal with immigrants, mainly Luchazi. The chief,
Sikufele, is a Lozi with old Mbunda blood who_ rule.s over a handful
of his own people and a huge immigrant ‘pOP\llﬂUOﬂ, in which Lucha_n
predominate.  The general tendency of his rule has been to avoid
any step which might undermine his own status; hence his encourage-
ment of large villages among the Luchazi, since a high (:legrce of
centralisation ensures his control over them. Apart from this, he has

rmitted Luchazi settlers considerable local autonomy and has
appointed Luchazi representatives to his council.” (McCulloch.)

The Kaonde Native Authority in the Kasempa District has also
admitted a Chokwe on to its council.

W
Mbunda

There is littl
ship among the
« high chiefs 7, but

THE BREAKAWAY OF THE LUNDA AND LOVALE
FROM BAROTSELAND
In 1939, a Commission of Inquiry was appointed to look into the
claim of the Lovale and the Lunda of the north-western area to become
independent of the Lozi. The claim was won and in 1941 the Balovale
District was excised from Barotseland.

The Lovale and Lunda, each from the same Central African
hegemony, were originally quite independent of the Lozi. According
to evidence taken by the Commission, the Lovale, during the middle
years of the 19th century, conducted a series of wars or slave-raids
against the Lunda who, because of the lack of firearms, seemed power-
less to resist, and who retired into the forests until the Lovale went
away. In 1891 the Lunda appealed to the Lozi for protection and the
following year the Paramount Chief Lewanika fought against and
defeated certain Lovale chiefs living north of the present Balovale
District. During the years 1892 until the death of Paramount Lewanika
in 1916, the Lovale and Lunda, the one being partially defeated and
the other being under an obligation, were what the Commission called
“ client tribes of the Barotse but not tribes subject to them . Tribute
was only paid intermittently, not as submission but merely to placate
a powerful neighbour and the paramount was never able to exact the
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usual twelve days’ free labour f
became part of the Barotse Ruc;r.-\;; gle o
again according to the Commission .meghe & z
indunas, resident and visiting, in the lﬂ‘am : B
Lovale and Luchazi—-bcmmc my - : 0.8
the period 1919
litigation, settlement of immj,
gran

by the Lealui Kuta with the su b %
But the establishment of a full lli)ar:-zrt::fcmmm~ ¢
aused the Lovale and Lunda, hercdimj o
in resistance against this new institution, =

The Lunda and Lovale had become ;
Loz, the Lovale had neﬁruery DT

KAONDE CHIEF
MULIMANZOVU,
WHO DIED IN 1922
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CHAPTER 4

THE BEMBA, BISA AND NORTHERN LUNDA
The Bemba

The origin of this group has been described in Chapter 2. The
Bemba, numbering about 145,000, are the second largest tribe in
Northern Rhodesia. The Tonga, the only tribe to outnumber the
Bemba, are very mixed, whereas the Bemba are a homogenous tribe.
The Bemba have not grown, as did the Ngoni, by the wholesale
assimilation of conquered peoples nor have they absorbed subject
tribes as did the Lozi. Once settled on the Kalungu River after much
wandering they raided, held sway and demanded tribute rather than
overran other tribes. The only trace of non-Bemba blood in the
Jarge royal clan of the crocodile totem—»Bena Ng'andu—came about
when a sister of a royal chief was captured and carried off in an Ngoni
raid in the 1880s. She was sold or left among the Fungwe of the
Isoka District and her son by a Fungwe man is the present (1956)
Chicf Mwamba. Although he had progressed through the hierarchy
of royal chiefs until he reached the second senior post, he was not
allowed, in 1946, to inherit the paramountcy because of this foreign
blood. People of surrounding tribes, mainly Bemba-speaking them-
selves and in many cases with a Bemba culture, are still proud to call

themselves Bemba whenever the opportunity arises outside their own
tribal area.

As related earlier, the Bemba are of immediate Luba origin
although some traditions have it that  Kola *, the legendary home, is
in Angola and that the Bemba merely passed through the Luba empire
in their slow migration eastwards. In addition to the two illustrations
of Luba influence, also mentioned earlier in Chapter 2, that the first
Chitimukulu was Chiti Muluba and that Luba words are still used in
rituals, there is also the example of the pames of totemic animals.
They are in Chiluba, not Chibemba. People of the leopard clan are
“ Bena Ngo™ not *“ Bena Mbrwili ™ (imbwili being the Chibemba for
leopard): the people of the royal totem, the crocodile, are * Bena

Ng'andu ™ not ** Bena Ng'wena * (ing'wena being the normal name for
crocodile),

The Bemba probably crossed the Luapula into Northern Rhodesia
sometime about the beginning of the 18th century. When Lacerda
arrived on the Luapula in 1798 both the northern Lunda and the
Bemba were established and separate,













the relationship ¢ ancestress is also referred to

CHAPTER 5

BaTwA Woman

THE BANGWEULU-UPPER LUAP ULA WEARING BRAIDED
: ? g 2 .

The above is a convenient title to describe the six Licn Emix::ﬂ
common Luba origin—who inhabit the islands ang sl ROC!:‘S Vo

Bangweulu and the area roughly. enclosed by the e R oo
and the loop in the Luapula River. o

The group can be divided into two sections, one
Aushi and Kabende and the other the Chishinga, M; ke
Ng'umbo. The latter group of four tribes acknoWledgg
legendary ancestress in the person of Kaundamwelw, of;
(drum) totem.

Both sections are of Luba origin but the migration f;
took place at different times and in different directions,

Unga, Mukulu, Chishinga and Ng’umbo

According to legend the Unga, Mukulu (no
Chishinga and Ng’umbo were part of the Bemba mipr:

is a place, Chulungoma, in the Luwingu District whey
had halted for a time, built a fortress and from whence
Chishinga and Ng’umbo broke away retracing their step
and westwards. It was from the same fortress that o
went into the swamps of Bangweulu to hunt and there
with the Batwa. He returned and took his sister and
into the swamps to live and so became the founder
Although the Batwa, impressed with Bambala’s v
prowess, asked him, according to legend, to become f
Unga spent most of their carly history in fighting and g
the Batwa.

The close association of the four tribes persisted
tions as is instanced in the history of the Unga,
followed Bambala, one his brother, the other his
Kabinda Mukuly being the first to move to the
Following a great dea] of witchcraft and trouble, t
descendant of Bambala’s sister to take over the
Unga. This sister js acknowledged as the founder
S0 that the Jine of senior chief Kalimankonde
from the same ancestress as that of the Chishinga.

S.
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The true relatilonship pctween the four tribes is very obscure.
Each of them is virtually independent of the others and attempts
1 form joint treasuries on the grounds of common origin have resulted
‘n failure. All that can be said is that on the basis of closeness of
1',\“«;10” to the original ancestress, the Ng’umbo are the senior
;i;m followed by the Mukulu, the Chishinga with the Unga as the
most junior.

Aushi and Kabende

The Aushi and their offshoot the Kabende crossed the Luapula,
according to Whiteley’s digest, about the same time as the Lunda,
in the mid-18th century,.but much further' south. The migration
appears to have been an independent one with no connection either
with the Lunda or the Bemba movements. Verhulpen, on the other
hand, includes the Aushi with the Lala, Lamba and others in a migra-
tion earlier than that of the Lunda. This is perhaps more correct
because there are Bemba traditions of an earlier Luba migration.

It was prior to crossing the Luapula that Muwe, the first ancestor
of the Aushi, found Makumba—* the tribal god ”—beneath a large
tree and carried it with him. No European has seen it but it is possible
that Makumba is a large black meteorite of cylindrical shape that is
dressed in tribal fashion and that is venerated by the Aushi. By
means of magical manifestations it protected the Aushi against complete
destruction by the Lunda, the Yeke and the Arab slavers. Makumba
has a “ brother ” and a “ sister ” both smaller than himself and both
were found at the same time as Makumba. The * sister ” remains
with Makumba in the charge of priests at Chief Milambo’s village,

The “ brother ” of Makumba forms a connecting link with the
Kabende. Muwe was succeeded by his son Chabala. This was an
unusual succession as matriliny was the normal form, although powerful
chiefs often made their sons rulers of outlying areas where they would
not prove a dynastic threat. Chabala found difficulty in controlling
the Kabende, a branch of the same tribe that had moved on south-
castwards to the Luapula and to the swamp edges of Lake Bangweulu.
So he sent a nephew, Mulewa, to subjugate them and as a sign of
authority he sent the * brother” of Makumba with him. This

“ brother ” is now in the care of Chief Kalasa Mukuso, a descendant
of Mulewa,

This subjugation of the Kabende results in the totem of most of
the Kabende ruling house being *“ Ngulube” (wild pig), the same as
that of the chiefs of the Aushi,

Although Milambo is recognised as the senior Aushi chief in
O“hf}m Rhodesia, according to Verhulpen he is junior to Chiniama,
the chief of Aushi in the Congo where the tribe occupy an area on the

N 1950
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RHQD! .
the paramount chief of thig trib :
occasion been called the principzl !z:l;:ie(f:hm ¢ has o
is the ancestor of Mboroma, the La]
Mwewa Mumba are descended the chiefy
tribe; the Swaka Paramount Chief, Muk
represents her family at the bresent time .
gela, alias Musonda, are Iala chiefs in g
dants of Nkana are now the chiefs of the L B b ,.
The Paramount Chief, Mushirj, v
famous chief of the Lala was ap

belongs tq this |

e el e e Bl S AL R L,

*“ The Ulima are an offshoot of the I, i
a common dialect. Ndubenj is the r)rin::;'l;rlrl cb:wf
Seba are also a branch of the Lamba people and
the totem of the chiefs is Muwina Wesa i
of the people reside now in Congo territory hay;
their homes around the source of the Kafye
jigger fleas brought from the West coast by carayang

Moffat Thomson says that the totem of the
(fish). This is not correct. It is Nyendwa (fem

Lala, Swaka, Ambo and Luano

beyond the Luapula and of the crossing of the
Nrondo. It is possible that they were offshoots.
Aushi and it is said that they first came in t
District, moved south-east through the Copj
across the Luapula to the edges of the ar
turning south into their present area. Many
names following some incident on the journ
still on when European occupation halted it.
as late as 1940 when Munday noted that
iubabitnntsofthcnorthempnnofthel, .
born, some at a considerable distance, to

Thetotcmofthcmﬁng&mj;ﬁes_qf
is Nyendwa (female genitals). It is
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The Lala 15
According to tradition there were no inhabitants when the Lala

ied their present area. The various chiefs went off with their
OCCUPYI rs but during the period after about 1850 the Nyendwa clan
{ollow:” conquered the others. There was no paramount even
grag;g g{w Nyendwa but some ruling chiefs are regarded as holding
::xjor positions. ; :
An internecine war about 1860_ drove one chief, Bwashi, and
rs into what is now the Mkushi District where they are now known
mh:-estem Lala, a slight distinction from the eastern Lala of Serenje.
. The Bemba have traditions of pushing back‘ the Lala and of
Jeaving a Bemba as Chief Chiwal;. But !:hc Lala claim to have success-
fully repulsed Chikunda, Ngoni, Aushi anq even the Bemba. The
ca was, however, plundered by marauding bands of well-armed
irBangwana ” until in 1898 a Belgian force drove these  Coastmen
or Swahili slavers from the Luapu}a ipto what is now the I_*I‘dola
District where their descendants still live, (See under Swahili.)
The Ngoni raided into Lala country but apparently did not reach

the Lamba area.

The Swaka .
rigin of the Swaka is quite simple. Two generations

bcfoghticoBszshi mentioned above (i.e. about the end of ghe }Bth
century) a man called Maswaka lived on the Muliu.ngushx ‘chr.

He visited the area of a Chief Kaseba in the Itumba I-;’llls, married the
chief’s daughter and took her back with him. Some time latcr Kaseba
went to visit his daughter, found the country to his liking and he
forced himself on to the people as their chief and called the country
Maswaka after his son-in-law.

On Kaseba’s death the Swaka people stopped sending tribute
and Bwashi, after some years, went to see what had happened. He
“found that the Nyendwa clan had died out and the country had
reverted to the rule of the Tembo clan, the present royal clan in the
neighbourhood of Broken Hill . _ ‘

Bwashi conquered the Swaka country for the Nye@a clan and
his nephew who succeeded him took the name of Mboluma. He was
weak, and a lesser member of the clan took over Swaka country ’md
drove him out of the Luano Valley. The Swaka area was never
regained by the Bwashi family although Mboloma's nephew returned
0 the Luano Valley to become the senior chief of the wesmni;]:‘
Swaka country is still held by that family of the Nyendwa clan t
drove out Mboloma. : ;

The Yeke in their raids from the Congo about 1885 reached
Swaka country and the Chikunda and Ngoni also raided them.
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he presence of the railway and the POssessio, g o
5:\\»:.‘;,,,» [:nru maize farmers. E\"en‘those who sti]] I:_cof _f°l'tllg 'Wl@: -
subsistence level sell enough maize in a normal year to e tly 'ta
and meet their other cash ;‘c:}mfrcmqnts. Some have not their tapat

i s and have turned to farming on a Jap s
t‘;)l:x{:]i I;'}x:l/gnmv:s of several _hundrgd P?Uﬂds b ea%?r scalee, Whlgn:zt
poultry and cggs are profitable sidelines, and there js g, sale of g
of the prized cattle. In reci:‘nt years a few men have inves:::; : i
The plough is everywhere.” in ¢ e

Since there was little or no political of ania ]
Government had to create one. It made the vﬂ[gagc st;:o: to dev% i
unit and ordered all people to live in villages, Later the dc‘;mms% -
enlarged the unit, created 116 small chieftainshipg each With N
boundaries. In 1918 a reorganisation reduced the Number
considerably and one chief, Monze, was recognised as the
Colson goes on : *“ In choosing the original chiefs the %
tion picked prominent men from each area. Some of them 1
status as officiants at a local rain shrine; others domingt pe:
neighbours through their personal qualities. Nope of th J
type of prerogatives generally associated with chiefly starys,
they are referred to by the Tonga as ¢ Government chiefs?, »

Later political development followed the normal pattern,

Toka
The Batoka are really Tonga and it is said that the name

is only the Lozi or Sikololo pronunciation of Tonga. It is
the Toka country is the south-western area of the group, nearest
influence. In fact, half the total number of Toka given in po;
figures live in Barotseland—in the Sesheke, Senmanga, Mon
Kalabo districts. The term is also becoming a geographical
describe the Toka plateau, escarpment and siding. 1In the
of chiefs, Government acknowledged seven Toka chiefs in the
and Livingstone districts. Now only Chief Musokotwane
as *“ Toka (Tonga) * and Chief Momba as “ Nkoya and T oka
It would appear that the name is gradually being mer
tribal name into that of Tonga. There is no evidence, either |
or ethnological, to show that there is a separate Toka tribe

The Ila
Little is known of the origin and early history of t
claim to have been on the Kafue when the other tribes a
certainly had physical characteristics (head-dress), techn
ances (throwing-spears) and customs (/ubambo) that
of neighbouring Bantu tribes, Smith and Dale support
castern Bantu origin and give linguistic examples proving

Lovarg GIrL, 1956
{Photo: Fedinform
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western or Luban elements. They also give the ori
by i :o'mm an old Bantu verb root meaning—* o be taboo, set apart »—
l12#  anation which * answers very well to the arr

e _ > Arrogant spirit of the
o Moffat Thomson gives another derivation from the verb
P ',f,,»;ﬁ, ” which means to take cattle from the high ground to the

jats, but he admits this is pure conjecture,
flats, t

gin of the name

.ople

The Ila proper are a comparatively small group, living within a

dius of about twenty to twenty-five miles around Namwala. But
i ording to Smith and Dale the lla-speaking peoples covered the
‘hf\,l,» of the Namwala District, most of the Mumbwa District and
\:;qli out into the Tonga areas. The term ¢ Mashukulumbwe ,
:i. ngd from the words describing what used to be the characteristic
u“'f fure of the people, includes all the Tla-speaking peoples. (This
\Loéﬂ\lr.' is never seen nowadays.)

I'he isusu, a cone-like creation of hair, was built up from the head
supported in the middle as it narrowed down by a finely pared horn
and ending in a very fine point nearly four feet above the head. One
of its objects was to enable hunting parties or warriors to see ecach
other in the long grass of the Kafue Plains. An isusu could not be
found in 1928 when the Prince of Wales wanted to see one. The

impumbe, the short conical base (four to six inches high) of the fsusu,
continued in fashion until the 1930s.

The other physical characteristic of the Ila—the knocking out
of the four upper incisor teeth and sometimes the two canines as well—
was also followed by the associated tribes and by some Tonga.

Lubambo was mentioned above. There is no need for a detailed
description of the custom here. It is a species of polyandry or a public
acceptance of a system of paramours by which any wife or husband,
with the connivance of the other, takes a series of lovers. It is peculiar

to Ila culture and has had much to do with the devastating spread of
venereal disease among the tribe.

The group includes several other tribes, the Sala, Lundwe and
Lumbu. Smith and Dale give others who are not mentioned in Moffat
Thomson’s later publication nor are they acknowledged by Govern-
ment as being tribes. They have presumably been absorbed. These

were the Bambo to the west of the Ila proper, the Babizhi to the south
and the Bambala to the north,

The Ila have a great and deserved reputation as fighting men,
but their comparative paucity in number and the possession of great
herds of cattle made them a constant prey to the bigger tribes of
Barotseland. The Makololo under Sebitwane raided them several
times, a5 had the Barotse before him. Sekeletu followed the fashion
and so did the Barotse chiefs who followed the Makololo dynasty.

Lewanika led two raids in 1882 and 1888, the latter one being the
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CHAPTER 10

THE LENJE AND SOLp

of and Lala-Lamba. The in
the roup and the S Lenje are more qoq ty s T
e r group and the Soli to the latter. The [ept. ) Allied
amon, e “ Bantu Botatwe *’ group (see Chapter 8) e Class:g
last of the group to be described. - They are the
Although the two tribes differ slightly in their opip:
been much intermarriage between them and linking OTgin thepe hag

one chapter is a logical way of emphasising their mo;ilcm together i,
linguistic affinities. Population counts emphasise notmnlqﬂ and
relationship but also a good deal of tribal intermixture o t.hc close

in Chief Nkomeshya’s area (Soli) there are 4,85 : For ing
The Soli especially are very mixed. The 13[35:83191522] d 1,1201?;‘;"
figures show countable numbers of twelve other tri]::sn ual epory
Ndebele and Nyai from Southern Rhodesia living in § Iimd i
(see list under Soli Ol country

The Lenje
The Lenje, sometimes known as Bene Mukuni
traditional Chief Mukuni), are more closely am;d(?;eg:oﬁt }I{fthe
group than they are to their neighbours in the north and east, m’lg
language, Chilenje, is far more akin to Ila and Tonga than it is to Lik
or Lamba. ;
The country to the south and east of the Lukanga P
known as Itema and Smith and Dale distinguished a pcoplcs’m
who were also Bene Mukuni but who were separated from the Lenje
by minor differences. For example, the Lenje knocked out three
front teeth whilst the Batema filed the two front incisors into an
inverted V. There is no distinction nowadays: Itema is part of
Lenje country.
The Lenje themselves have mixed considerably with Kaonde,
Ila, Lamba and Chikunda and in the area shown as Lenje in Moffat
Thomson’s map are the Batwa of the Lukanga Swamp, possibly relics
of the Senga under Chief Ngabwe (se¢ footnote to Senga) in west
Lukanga and some Mbwela under Chief Lilanda. 71
The Lenje scemed to have escaped the great raids of the 19th
century. The Makololo got close to the Lukanga Swamp mﬁew
there do not appear to be any records of them or the Ndebele or

Ngoni or Loz ever penetrating into the heart of Lenje country. The
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THE LENJE AND SOLI A

je themselves only appear to have raided southwards into Soj;
Len

try-
couﬂPOSsibly because gf their being left in a backwater away from the
rums and excursions " of the 19th century, appear as a
« gla "hat colourless people. In a broadcast talk from Lusaka, Moffat
someV once said of them: “ The Balenje are not of very good
e and their mentality is not of a very high order, but they are
ph v‘lc people. Few of them have acquired any great amount of
doct tion; there have not been many opportunities for them to receive
educ ction and they were always more backward in arts and crafis
l;\1;t‘1rutmir neighbours in the north. Their implements were primitive,
t

heir bark cloths, mats, baskets, pots and woodwork were always
o erior to those of the Lala and Lamba tribes.”
1

The Soli

The Soli are a branch of the Luba migration that came in from
the west, a branch that includes the Kaonde, Lala, Lamba and other

tribes that came into the Territory along the route south of the Luapula
and Bangweulu.

They are now divided into four groups: Soli wa Manyika (Chief
Nkomeshya), Soli wa Malundu (Chief Shikoswe), Soli wa Shamifwe
(Chief Undaunda) and Soli wa Futwe (Chief Mpanshya). The people
of Shikoswe inhabit the hills east of Chipongwe and are often known

as the Shamba. Shikoswe is a sub-chief under Nkomeshya, seni
chief of the Soli. e

This Shamba “ tribe” arose in a peculiar fashion. The Soli
country and adjoining areas had been overrun by Ngoni, Lenje and
others just before European occupation and the hills east of Chipongwe
had become the refuge of Soli, Lenje, Lamba, Tonga, Ila and others
who recognised no chief and no tribal affinity. The Government found
in Headman Shikoswe a man who seemed to have some control over
this heterogeneous collection of people and therefore appointed him
to look after the area. When the Soli Reserves were made, Chief
Undaunda of Soli wa Shamifwe objected to Shikoswe being left as a
chief in control of a Soli area. He was told that Government had
appointed Shikoswe but that if ever the area were needed for European
settlement, Shikoswe and his people would have to move into a Soli
Reserve. In the list of chiefs he now appears as a full chief but under
Nkomeshya. The origin of the name Shamba is not known for
certain. It may be a proper name as there was one Shamba, a female

slave, who married a chief and became grandmother to the present
Nkomeshya.

_ Nothing much is known of the history of the Soli prior to their
arrival in Northern Rhodesia. They were twice scattered from their
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Cullen Gouldsbury alljes this tribe with th :
Lambya : adlmﬂing k

The Lambya in Northern Rk i

; ] odes
but in Tanganyika Territory they are 5 fali;:-l;1 ;.Tber Only aboyt 5
They also have affinities with the Nyakyusa iz o o
produced for East Africa Command durip th *nd in the al
§hown as part of the Nyakyusa. There isg Wi o - the)'map
just over the Nyasaland border close to Fo;n;glner 8roup of Lilml:Ie
in the three territories are widely separated from ey, s}? i
cally. A_ccordmg to early history, Kyungu of th?: §me Bra
collcpt trll?ute from the Lambya, also as an overlord, sj e Used ¢
relationship. T since there Was ng

One, Nyondo of the Lamb i

ya area of Fort i

acknowledged as .“ Father of the Clan » ang des}C{::ﬁtl?olll\Iyas s
lineal pattern similar to that of the rest of the group Thows 3 patri.
brother succeeds and then sons. ‘ © ReXE eldest

Wandya
In the early 1940s this tribe onl numbere ;

These people have a slightly diﬁ"ereni’ history uii t}l(:: tt;:a bllf Fir
after a quarrel from a tribe known as Bungu living on Ytherol;e £
eastern shores of Lake Rukwa in Tanganyika Territory, Thc,ﬁ“:g;
not appear to be any direct link with the Ngonde. The Wandys
moved south, finding in their present area a group of people akmz:
the Kamanga. These people the Wandya subdued and absorbed a

few of them but the bulk of the Kamanga went south to join the

Yombe.

The Wandya were raided by the Bemba but because of their skill
as cattle herds they were spared the usual slaughter.
Nyika 3
In Northern Rhodesia this tribe numbers over 2,000 but they have
become geographically separated from the main body of the tribe
which, in Tanganyika Territory, numbers over 25,000. As with the
Wandya there is no immediate link with the Ngonde.

According to the Isoka District Note Book, the Nyika in thﬁg §

Rhodesia occupy an area that once belonged to the Fungwe.

group of Nyika had broken away from the main body after a dllleng;; -

and was migrating southward. As they reached Fungwe arca th

tribe asked the Nyika for aid in defending them’d"“.‘ﬂ'i“’ﬁj?
Ngoni. The Nyika gave the help and, in return, were given an &5

in which to settle by the Fungwe. ' » #
There is much confusion regarding the affinities of the Nyikd.

According to Abraham the Nyika should be included in the Tumbuts
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ABOUT 1920



SorLr CHIEFS IN RoBEs OF OFFICE, 1938

[Photo: Gilbert Phillips

THE EIGHT SMALL TRIBES OF 5o,
. : 79
The Mbeya (Tanganyika) District Note B
: . 00!
groUP: 1 va are related to the Nyakyusa (as we haye r; records thay
have affinities with the La_mbya_ "The SEcﬁmd) and the
Nyl Lambya adjoin each other in Northern Rhodma(ms of Nyika
and -+ Note Book says that the Nyika language was allieq The Ysoka

Shqrmﬂﬂ (see footnote to Chapter 11) says their languagemisN fl:il:;de'
; ¥ o

Kamer® e belong to the Tumbuka
hese people belong & ¢ lum “ cluster » :
Vcr'fm" Northern Rhodesia from their main area in Na;a(:a;:;cyl spill
0 Sk . h
The Isoka District Note Boolf (circa 1900) gives a v
oy about the Northern Rhodesxa. section. The tribe ?sfy c:\if;st:i
tvith the Henga of Nyasaland which is another of the Tumbuka-
Kamangd ¢ cluster .”. The headman or chief of the Northern Rho-
desian section was 1n tl_m past a Yombe, and Kyungu of the Ngonde.
4 different groups appointed him. ?

They are the smallest tribe in the group numbering just over 500
The history of the Kamanga really belongs to Nyasaland, not u;
Northern Rhodesia. According to Cullen Young, the whole of north
Nyasa, south of Ngonde country and north of Tumbuka area, was
once ruled from a place, Nkamanga, which lies midway between Lake
Nyasa and the Northern Rhodesia border. The Ngoni raids split
the Kamanga and forced one section right down to the lake shore.
The various sections of what was once Kamanga are now widely
separated.

The Kamanga in Northern Rhodesia were subdued, as described
by the Wandya but according to the Isoka District Note Book some
descendants of the Kamanga remained in Wandya country where
they became respected priests officiating at certain ceremonies con-
nected with the placation of local spirits.

Wenya

The bulk of this tribe is in Nyasaland and less than a thousand
spread over the border into Northern Rhodesia. They belong to the
Tumbuka “ cluster ” and according to the Isoka District Note Book
they became vassals of Kyungu of the Ngonde in return for protection
against the Ngoni. Like the Wandya they are renowned for their
pastoral skill and were spared slaughter during Bemba raids.
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however, no water on the i
y mountain. With i
stationed his youngest regiment a grim smijle,
e nges round the hill to wair o>, Olbe]
v S,{ izjjtsbof Hora to descend to their deaths, B;:"a“ tll thirgy drc::‘::il
scaped by a precipitous route, but the majori “aand a fey follow, .
“ The growing pow Jotity were slajp_ e
with the Ar: S e, e Babhath, S
e he Arab sla_vc—traders, encouraged them to po, e}:e ClOSely allieq
o e e Lotng Valley, A a g il
0 sides at once, the Biza chief, Chifundo 108 raideq
g}"\lwambera) for‘h.elp and in 1877 the latter des;JZFcIl?l?écd 0 Umbely,
' go‘nq‘mo and Chidumayi to deal with the nuisance a-{-l 4rmy under
?Cri gorzlmanded by Chandalela, brother of the (:,hiti . Babcnlba
dor?}s met near the present Mpika Boma. After a battlenlmk‘u}u’ o'
ays, }hc Babemba were totally defeated. The victoa‘stmg -
re‘turl'ftd to find Dr. Laws on his first visit to their chief, N
with future change. » @ VISt pregnant
“ The Europeans were now beginni
some numbers.” pEmp S PR

Later History
The Ngoni rebelled in 1897-8 against the Go
/ vernment by
defeated .after a forty-day campaign, by troops brought in fromuIEI:a::e
land. Singu, the son of Mpezeni, who had incited the rebellion wa;
caught and shot and Mpezeni was exiled for a year to Fort Manning

. Prior to this defeat the Ngoni had been organised on military
lines with new age-regiments of warriors being formed every few
years. The defeat led to the gradual break up of this military system
although the tribe in Northern Rhodesia is still centrally organised
under Mpezeni and the last regiment was formed as late as 1920.

The defeat also had the effect of curbing the Ngoni habit of
raiding other tribes. Only the Yao, or near neighbours, were never
subjugated by the Ngoni. There was a sort of alliance between
Mwambera and the senior Chewa chief, Mwase Kasungu, who i
domiciled in Nyasaland and the British Administration restored or

created other Chewa chieftainships.

The main body of Ngoni are now in Nyasaland under Mwambera
where they number about 216,000. In Northern Rhodesia the Ngoni,
now confined to the Fort Jameson District, number about 60,000.
It is estimated that when they crossed the Zambezi in 1835 the Ngoni

ease is due to the

numbered little more than 1,000. This colossal increa:
custom of incorporating conquered tribes by marrying the women

and turning the men into warriors. ;
Barnes points out that the Ngoni practised “ indirect rule”.
their people according t0 their

They allowed local chiefs to govern S S
own laws and customs, but under the authority of the Ngoni. i

£ ‘.‘
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THE NGON]

%
k selected children from the cop
4ls0 "I" soni in Ngoni villages » He ‘g]:;red P°°P a4 reareg
thesm 22 anquish other tribes as stateg but rather 1o ¢ Ngoni gig
ED[.:L:t.DJL attrition. . . . The Ngonj did not trade thuha}mttbtm
by -r ‘( d ambassadors to them, or enter
poul>

into allj thgr Pt
pours: killed or captured them » And the flow of ca;;?;h)tn
hev
the army SOINE- " ) e
" For many years subject Deep ¢ Were proud to prociaim themsely,
\iini but with the reduction of Ngoni Prestige ynder mué::
P d ;Qm the number of such claims shows 2 reduction—egper;
"Aon\-;a\alan d. Ngoni spread over the border from Fort Jameson into
in ! Fort Manning area of Nyasaland and the Ngoni of thar ape,

- owledge Mpezeni as their Paramount.

Linguistically Ngoni was 2 dialect of Zulu but it has disappeareq
d only occurs in songs, praises, etc., and widely dispersed Ngoni

?nua”" use the language of the area they now occupy. Moffat

;:cluAd-‘-‘S them in Northern Rhodesia in the Tumbuka

n

: -Nyania—spuking

oup. Nyanja is certainly the official language of the area by Lane-
}z);o]é says that Chewa is spoken throughout F

ort Jameson whilst
other authorities say that although the Ngoni are noW in what was
Chewa country they learnt Nsenga from the wives they took in the
second occupation of that country and that is now the common

_ n language
of the people. Nowadays the Fort Jameson Ngoni definitely speak
Nsenga.
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