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ABSTRACT

The purpose o f t h is  stu d y  was to  determ ine th e  e x te n t  to  which  

read ing a b i l i t y  and s e l f - c o n c e p t  were in f lu e n c e d  by th e  tea c h in g  o f a l l  

b la ck  l i t e r a t u r e  r a th e r  than th e  m a te r ia ls  in  th e  s t a t e  adopted  t e x t  

to  a  n in th -g r a d e  c la s s  a t  George W ashington Carver High S ch o o l in  P icayu n e, 

M is s is s ip p i .

Two n in th -g r a d e  l i t e r a t u r e  c la s s e s  w ith  30 s tu d e n ts  each  were 

taught fo r  one se m e ste r . One o f the c la s s e s  was tau gh t m a te r ia l  from  

the s t a t e  adopted  t e x t ;  the o th er  was tau gh t a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b la c k  l i t e r a ­

tu r e .

The C a lifo r n ia  Reading T est and th e  T enn essee S e l f  Concept S ca le  

were a d m in istered  to  both  c la s s e s  a t  the b eg in n in g  o f  th e  se m ester  and 

aga in  a t  th e  end o f  th e  se m e ste r . Mean sc o r e  in c r e a s e s  f o r  th e  two 

c la s s e s  were t e s t e d  to  determ ine s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  in c r e a se d  

read ing a b i l i t y  and change in  s e l f - c o n c e p t .

A n a ly s is  o f  th e  data produced th e  fo llo w in g  r e s u l t s .  Both c la s s e s  

in c r e a se d  t h e ir  read in g  s c o r e s ,  bu t th e r e  was no s i g n i f i c a n t  d if f e r e n c e  

in  in c r e a s e s  betw een th e  two c la s s e s .  Both c la s s e s  sco red  h ig h e r  on 

a l l  d im ensions o f  the s e l f - c o n c e p t  s c a l e ,  but C lass I I ,  w hich had been  

tau gh t th e  b la c k  l i t e r a t u r e ,  scored  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h ig h er  

on a l l  f i v e  o f  th e  s e l f - e v a lu a t iv e  d im e n sio n s .

The r e s u l t s  o f the stu dy  seem to  w arrant th e  fo llo w in g  con clu ­

s io n s :  (1) th e  k in d s o f  read in g  a b i l i t y  m easured by ach ievem en t t e s t s

i s  not; g r e a t ly  in c r e a se d  or retard ed  by s tu d y in g  b la c k  l i t e r a t u r e

i i i
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in s te a d  o f th e  s t a t e  adopted t e x t ;  (2 ) the s e l f - c o n c e p t  or s e l f - e s t e e m  

of Negro s tu d e n ts  may be g r e a t ly  enhanced by s tu d y in g  b la c k  l i t e r a t u r e ;  

and (3 ) tex tb ook  p u b lis h e r s  w ould be j u s t i f i e d  in  g iv in g  w ider r e c o g n i­

t io n  to  Negro w r ite r s  and m a te r ia l  about N egroes.
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PREFACE

B efo re  und ertak ing t h is  s tu d y , th e  w r ite r  co n sid ered  a number o f  

r e la te d  problem s w hich m ight have a f f e c t e d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  the resea rch  

or th e  w e lfa r e  o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a t in g  s tu d e n ts .  The r e a c t io n  o f  s tu d e n ts  

in  an a l l - b la c k  s c h o o l to  a w h ite  te a c h e r  was co n sid ered  a p o t e n t ia l  

problem . Any s tu d e n t  h o s t i l i t y ,  re se n tm en t, or f a i lu r e  to  p a r t ic ip a te  

in  c la s s  a c t i v i t i e s  would have been  d e tr im e n ta l to  the le a r n in g  p r o c e s s . 

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  language d i f f e r e n c e s  was a l s o  c o n s id er e d .

As th e  stu d y  p r o g r e sse d , b oth  t h is  w r ite r  and the r e g u la r  te a c h e r , 

Mrs. J . P . Johnson, concluded th a t  th e re  was no ob serv a b le  u n d es ir a b le  

r e a c t io n . S tudent p a r t ic ip a t io n  and co o p e r a tio n  were e x c e l l e n t  in  both  

c la s s e s ,  a tten d an ce  was b e t t e r  than a v e r a g e , and s e v e r a l  p aren ts  in d i ­

c a ted  th a t  they  too  had been  read in g  the paperbacks which t h e ir  c h ild r e n  

had r e c e iv e d .

However th e  p resen ce  o f language d i f f i c u l t i e s  was more d i f f i c u l t  

to  determ ine a c c u r a te ly . The s tu d e n ts  w ere alw ays w i l l in g  to  e x p la in  

words or e x p r e ss io n s  w hich were u n fa m ilia r  to  th e  w r ite r  and o n ly  two 

s tu d e n ts  d isp la y e d  any d i f f i c u l t y  u n d erstan d in g  classroom  E n g lish .

I t  i s  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h i s  w r ite r  th a t  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  r e la t io n s h ip  

w hich she was a b le  to  e s t a b l i s h  w ith  th e  s tu d e n ts  was due la r g e ly  to  th e  

in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  r e g u la r  c lassroom  te a c h e r , M rs. J . P . Johnson, who was 

always warm and h o s p ita b le .

v
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

I . THE PROBLEM

Statem ent o f th e  Problem

The purpose o f  t h i s  stu d y  was to  determ ine th e  e x te n t  to  which  

read in g  a b i l i t y  and s e l f - c o n c e p t  were in f lu e n c e d  by the tea c h in g  o f  a l l  

b la ck  l i t e r a t u r e  r a th er  than th e  m a te r ia ls  in  th e  s t a t e  adopted t e x t  

to  a  n in th -g r a d e  c la s s  in  a Negro h ig h  s c h o o l in  sou th ern  M is s i s s ip p i .

Im portance o f  th e  Study

R ecen tly  th e re  has b een  a growing awareness on the p a r t  o f educa­

to r s  th a t  the l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i la b le  fo r  c lassroom  u se  r e f l e c t s ,  w ith  few  

e x c e p t io n s ,  the l i v e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  v a lu e s ,  and ach ievem ents o f  w h ite  

p e o p le . The Negro i s  o f te n  e i t h e r  o m itted  or p resen ted  as a c a r ic a tu r e  

or s te r e o ty p e .

Reading a b i l i t y  i s  g e n e r a lly  b e l ie v e d  t o  be one o f th e  m ost 

im portant f a c t o r s  fo r  s u c c e s s  in  s c h o o l work. I t  i s  a ls o  b e l ie v e d  th a t  

i n t e r e s t  in  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  b ein g  u sed  encourages  

read in g  and thus im proves read in g  a b i l i t y .  L o g ic a lly  one w ould conclu de  

th a t  p r e se n tin g  th e  Negro s tu d e n t  w ith  l i t e r a t u r e  th a t  d e p ic ts  h i s  r a c e ,  

w ith  i t s  problem s and i t s  ach ievem en ts as a w orth w h ile  p a r t  o f American 

s o c i e t y ,  would in c r e a s e  h i s  in t e r e s t  in  read in g  and h i s  s e n s e  o f i d e n t i ­

f i c a t i o n  and thus improve h i s  read in g  a b i l i t y  and h i s  con cep t o f h im s e lf  

as a member o f  h i s  r a c e .

1
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2

At a tim e when ways are b e in g  sou gh t to  im prove th e  e d u c a t io n a l  

o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f  th e  N egro, i t  i s  o b v io u s ly  im portant to  know w hether  

the above c o n c lu s io n  i s  v a l id .  The im portance o f  t h is  stu d y  i s  in  th e  

attem p t th a t  i t  made to  t e s t  th a t  c o n c lu s io n .

D e lim ita t io n s

T his s tu d y  was l im ite d  to  n in th -g r a d e  s tu d e n ts  a t  George Washing­

ton Carver High S ch oo l in  P icayu n e, M is s is s ip p i . ,  a r u r a l community where 

r a c ia l  s e g r e g a t io n  i s  th e  a ccep ted  s o c i a l  p a t te r n . The s tu d e n ts  p a r t i c i ­

p a tin g  in  th e  s tu d y  l i v e  in  what i s  c u r r e n tly  r e fe r r e d  to  as a c u l tu r a l ly  

d ep rived  a r e a . A pproxim ately o n e - th ir d  o f  th e  10 ,000  p eop le  l iv in g  in  

the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t  are N egroes. Dual s c h o o l system s fo r  th e  two ra ces  

have alw ays been  m a in ta in ed . N early  a l l  o f  th e  Negro fa m il ie s  have very  

low econom ic s t a t u s  and are r e s t r ic t e d  to  m en ia l jo b s . They l i v e  in  

su b -sta n d a rd  h o u sin g  in  se g r e g a te d  n e igh b orh ood s. On the b a s is  o f r a c e ,  

they are d en ied  u se  o f th e  p u b lic  l ib r a r y  and swimming p o o l , and the  

h o s p i t a l  e x c e p t  fo r  emergency trea tm en t. D octors and d e n t is t s  m ain ta in  

se p a r a te  w a it in g  rooms fo r  them. Presum ably th e  amount o f  p r in te d  m a te r ia l  

th a t  s tu d e n ts  from th ese  fa m il ie s  have a c c e s s  to  i s  l im ite d  and th a t  which  

d e p ic ts  N egroes in  a fa v o ra b le  l i g h t  i s  e s p e c i a l ly  r e s t r ic t e d .  L ocal 

newspapers r a r e ly  p ic tu r e  Negroes in v o lv e d  in  s o c i a l  or c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  

but u s u a l ly  have news and p ic tu r e s  o f  th o se  in v o lv e d  in  cr im e,

Members o f  th e  Negro community d is p la y  c o n s id e r a b le  i n t e r e s t  in  

th e  s c h o o l  and in  th e  g e n e r a l w e lfa r e  o f  t h e ir  c h ild r e n . A v o lu n te e r  

summer r e c r e a t io n  program p rov id es  s p o r ts  a c t i v i t i e s ,  swimming, s c o u t in g ,
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3

and church a c t i v i t i e s .  The h ig h  s c h o o l l ib r a r y  i s  k ep t open d a i ly  during  

the summer m onths. The c h ild r e n  and youth are prov ided  fo r  by respon­

s i b l e  Negro le a d e r s  and a g e n c ie s  in  the community, b u t a l l  t h e ir  ac­

t i v i t i e s  are  r a c ia l ly  s e g r e g a te d .

In  t h is  s tu d y  an attem p t was made to  e v a lu a te  o n ly  th o se  in c r e a se s  

in  read in g  a b i l i t y  measured by th e  C a lifo r n ia  Reading T est and changes 

in  s e l f - c o n c e p t  m easured by th e  T enqessee S e l f  Concept S c a le .

I I . ASSUMPTIONS

The fo llo w in g  assum ptions were b a s ic  to  t h is  s tu d y :

1 . The s tu d y  of l i t e r a t u r e  in f lu e n c e s  read in g  a b i l i t y  and 

s e l f - c o n c e p t .

2 . The u n it s  d eve lop ed  fo r  t h is  stu d y  r e p resen ted  the b e s t  

a v a i la b le  b la ck  l i t e r a t u r e  s u i ta b le  fo r  the age group being  

taught and p e r m is s ib le  in  the s e le c te d  geograp h ic  lo c a t io n .

3 . The d i f f e r e n c e  in  d egree  o f  in f lu e n c e  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s of 

l i t e r a t u r e  can be m easured,

4 . The e f f e c t s  produced by the d if fe r e n c e  in  race  o f th e  teacher  

and the s tu d e n ts  w ere s im i la r  fo r  the ex p er im en ta l and the 

c o n tr o l c la s s  and d id  n ot a f f e c t  the r e s u l t s  o f  th e  s tu d y .

I l l . DEFINITIONS

B lack  l i t e r a t u r e . T h is term was used to  d e s ig n a te  l i t e r a t u r e  

( f i c t i o n ,  b io g ra p h y , p o e tr y , drama, h i s t o r y ,  and e s sa y s )  by both  Negro 

and w h ite  w r ite r s  d e a lin g  w ith  themes and ch a ra c ters  th a t  are predom inantly
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N egro. In s e le c t i n g  m a t e r ia l s ,  an attem pt was made to  avo id  th e  s t e r e o ­

type th a t p ic tu r e s  Negroes as u n iv e r s a l ly  lo w e r - c la s s ,  unedu cated , 

p ic tu r e s q u e , s im p le  s o u l s .  The b e s t  s e le c t i o n s  show Negroes as p eo p le  

fa ce d  w ith  the u n iv e r s a l  problem s o f  mankind: earn in g  a l i v i n g ,  h a t in g

and lo v in g ,  r e jo ic in g  and g r ie v in g ,  e x p e r ie n c in g  su c c ess  and f a i l u r e ,

le a r n in g  to  f in d  t h e ir  way through a com plex w orld  o f  id e a s ,  and l iv in g  

1
w ith  o th er  p e o p le .

Reading a b i l i t y . For purposes o f  t h is  s tu d y , read in g  a b i l i t y  

in c lu d ed  on ly  th o se  item s w hich were m easurable by the C a lifo r n ia  Read­

in g  T e st:  vocab u lary  and com prehension.

S e l f - c o n c e p t . The s e l f - e s t e e m  w ith  w hich the s tu d e n t v iew ed  

h i s  p h y s ic a l  s e l f ,  m o r a l- e th ic a l  s e l f ,  p e r so n a l s e l f ,  fa m ily  s e l f ,  and 

s o c ia l  s e l f  as m easured by the T ennessee S e l f  Concept S ca le  was co n sid ered  

to  be h i s  s e l f - c o n c e p t .

IV. STATEMENT OF HYPOTHESES

The b a s ic  concern  o f  th e  stu d y  was to  compare the e f f e c t s  o f  

tea ch in g  b la ck  l i t e r a t u r e  w ith  th o se  o f  tea c h in g  the s t a t e  adopted  

tex tb ook . The fo llo w in g  n u l l  h y p o th eses  were form ulated  and t e s t e d  

fo r  s ig n if ic a n c e  in  order to  make com parisons.

■^Charlemae R o l l in s , We B u ild  T ogether (Champaign, I l l i n o i s :  
N a tio n a l C ou ncil o f T eachers o f  E n g lis h , 1 9 6 7 ) , p . x i i i .
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1. There w i l l  be no s ig n i f i c a n t  d if f e r e n c e  in  achievem ent in  

read in g  a b i l i t y  betw een c la s s e s  tau gh t b la c k  l i t e r a t u r e  and 

th o se  ta u g h t the s t a t e  adopted t e x t ,

2 . There w i l l  be no s ig n i f i c a n t  d if f e r e n c e  i n  change in  s e l f -  

concept betw een c la s s e s  ta u g h t b lack  l i t e r a t u r e  and th ose  

taught th e  s t a t e  adopted tex to

V, OVERVIEW TO PROCEDURES

Arrangements were made w ith  th e  P icayune S ep arate  S ch oo l D i s t r i c t  

su p e r in te n d e n t and w ith  th e  p r in c ip a l  o f George W ashington Carver High 

S ch oo l to  perm it th e  w r it e r  to  teach  two n in th -g ra d e  E n g lish  c la s s e s  o f  

30 s tu d e n ts  each f o r  one s e m e s te r . No language in s t r u c t io n  would be 

g iv e n . The c la s s e s  would stu d y  on ly  l i t e r a t u r e  s e le c t e d  by the w r ite r .

A ll  m a te r ia ls  s e le c t e d  e x c e p t  th o se  in  th e  s t a t e  adopted t e x t  were 

su p p lie d  by the w r ite r  and were s u b je c t  to  the approval o f  th e  p r in c i ­

p a l and su p e r in te n d e n t .

S ince no method o f  homogeneous grouping was used  by the s c h o o l ,  

c la s s e s  were presumed to  have s im ila r  s c h o la s t ic  a b i l i t y .  S tudents w ith  

v ery  low a b i l i t y  l e v e l s  w ere a ss ig n e d  to  s p e c ia l  e d u c a tio n  c la s s e s .

During the f i r s t  week o f s c h o o l  in  Septem ber, th e  T enn essee S e lf  

Concept S c a le  and th e  C a l i fo r n ia  Reading T est were ad m in istered  to  both  

c l a s s e s .

For the rem ainder o f  th e  se m ester  one c la s s  was tau gh t th e  m a te r ia l  

u niform ly  used  f o r  n in th -g r a d e  c la s s e s  in  th e  P icayune sc h o o l system .
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The o th er  c la s s  was tau gh t a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b la c k  l i t e r a t u r e  s e le c t e d  by 

th e  w r it e r  fo r  t h is  s tu d y .

At the end o f  th e  se m e s te r , th e  T en n essee  S e l f  Concept S c a le  and 

an a lte r n a t e  form o f th e  C a l i fo r n ia  Reading T e s t  were aga in  ad m in istered  

to  both  c la s s e s .  A fte r  th e  t e s t s  were sc o r e d  and data  ta b u la te d , r e s u l t s  

were t e s t e d  fo r  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  p r o g ress  betw een th e  two 

c l a s s e s .  P rogress was m easured fo r  read in g  a b i l i t y  and fo r  s e l f - c o n c e p t .

During the stu d y  th e  tea ch er  r e g u la r ly  a ss ig n e d  to  th e  two c la s s e s  

s p e n t  tim e in  the c la s s e s  as an ob server  and was a v a i la b le  fo r  a d v ice  

or c o n s u lta t io n .

V I. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

Chapter I co n ta in s  a sta tem en t o f  th e  problem , a ssu m p tion s, 

d e f in i t io n s  o f term s, h y p o th e se s , and an overv iew  to  p ro ced u res. Chapter 

I I  p r e s e n ts  a rev iew  o f  r e la t e d  l i t e r a t u r e .  Chapter I I I  in c lu d e s  a 

d e s c r ip t io n  o f tea c h in g  m a te r ia ls ,  c la ssroom  p ro ced u res, and m easuring  

in s tr u m e n ts . Chapter IV c o n s is t s  o f  a p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  d a ta . Chapter 

V i s  composed of a summary, c o n c lu s io n s , and s u g g e s t io n s  fo r  fu r th e r  

s  tu d y .
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CHAPTER I I

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

R ecen tly  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f v a r io u s  groups and in d iv id u a ls  has been  

fo cu sed  on the tea c h in g  of b la ck  l i t e r a t u r e .  B lack  s t u d ie s  programs have 

been i n i t i a t e d  on c o l l e g e  cam puses. A number o f  la r g e  s c h o o l  system s  

such as W ashington , New York, and Los A ngeles have prepared  curricu lum  

gu id es to  f i l l  th e  need  fo r  b la c k  l i t e r a t u r e  s tu d ie s  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  

P u b lish in g  companies have r e le a s e d  numerous books by and about N egroes. 

Even tex tb ook  p u b lis h e r s  have begun to  p r esen t a more b a lan ced  v iew  

o f m in o r it ie s  in  American l i f e .  E n g lish  tea c h e r s  have become more aware 

o f Negro l i t e r a t u r e ,  and p r o f e s s io n a l  p u b lic a t io n s  such as E n g lish  Journal 

have begun to  d e a l w ith  the problem s o f  s e le c t in g  and in c lu d in g  Negro 

l i t e r a t u r e  in  the E n g lish  cu rricu lum .

The Board o f  E d u cation  of th e  C ity  o f  New York has prepared a 

curriculum  gu ide fo r  secon d ary  sc h o o ls  e n t i t l e d  Teaching about M inori­

t i e s  in  C lassroom  S itu a t io n s  which in c lu d e s  a s e c t io n  on th e  Negro. 

S u g g estio n s  are p rov id ed  fo r  d e a lin g  w ith  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  s i t u a t io n s  

in  the c la ssroom . An o u t l in e  fo r  teach in g  Negro l i t e r a t u r e  and Negro 

c u ltu r e  i s  in c lu d e d . L is t s  o f books d e a lin g  w ith  N egroes and Negro l i f e  

are p rov id ed  a long w ith  su g g e s te d  r e fe r en ce  books fo r  te a c h e r s . The 

gu id e  i s  in ten d ed  to  h e lp  th e  secon dary m in o r ity  s tu d e n t improve h i s
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s e lf - im a g e  through a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  h i s  h e r ita g e  and to  r e co g n iz e  the  

in terd ep en d en ce  o f  v a r io u s  groups in  American life .'* '

What About Me i s  a summary o f m a te r ia ls ,  a v a ila b le  from S c h o la s t ic  

Book S e r v ic e s ,  th a t r e la t e  to  th e  b la c k  e x p e r ie n c e . The m a te r ia ls  in ­

clu d e  a tea c h in g  u n it  c a lle d  Which Way to  E q u a lity  th a t c o n ta in s  f i lm ­

s t r i p s ,  p ap erb ack s, r e c o r d in g s , a re so u rce  u n it  and a tea ch in g  g u id e .

Many reco r d in g s  o f  Negro m usic and p o e try  are  a v a ila b le  which are s u i t a b le  

fo r  young p e o p le , A w ide s e l e c t i o n  o f  paperbacks fo r  s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  and

language a r ts  and hardcover l ib r a r y  e d i t io n s  o f  books fo r  very  young

2
c h ild r e n  are  a ls o  a v a i la b le .

The Ebony Book Club p ro v id es  a so u rce  fo r  o b ta in in g  th e  b e s t  cur­

r e n t books b e in g  p u b lish ed  by and about N egroes. The s e le c t io n s  in c lu d e  

books d e a lin g  w ith  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f  Negro l i f e  and thought. T i t le s  

in c lu d e  such d iv e r s e  works as Contemporary Art in  A fr ic a  by U l l i  B e ie r ,

B efore  th e  M ayflower by Lerone B e n n e tt , J r . , To Be_ Young, G ifte d  and
3

B lack by L orra ine H ansberry, and Die N igger  D ie by Rap Brown.

The Negro B ib lio g r a p h ic  and R esearch C en ter , a n o n p r o f it , non­

govern m en ta l, n o n p o l i t ic a l  o r g a n iz a t io n , c e n tr a l iz e s  in form ation  about 

w r it in g s  on th e  N egro. The l i s t i n g s  r e p o r t and rev iew  American and fo r e ig n

“̂T eaching About M in o r it ie s  in  C lassroom  S i t u a t io n s : Resource
B u l le t in  f o r  Teachers in  the Secondary Sch ools (Curriculum  B u l le t in ,
1967-68  S e r ie s ,  No. 23 . B rook lyn , New York: Board of E ducation of th e
C ity  o f  New York, 1 9 6 8 ) , pp. 5 0 -5 5 ; 1 0 6 -1 0 7 .

2
What About Me? (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r se y : S c h o la s t ic

M agazines, 1 9 6 9 ) , pp. 1 -4 .

3Ebony, XXV (J u n e , 1 9 7 0 ) , 123.

R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



9

p u b lic a t io n s , b o th  p a s t  and c u r r en t. A dult and j u v e n i l e ,  f i c t i o n  and 

n o n f ic t io n ,  and bound and unbound p u b lic a t io n s  are l i s t e d .  S p e c ia l  

i s s u e s  fo r  J u ly ,  1965 , and Septem ber, 1965 , and 1 966 , fo cu sed  on books 

fo r  young r e a d e r s .^

The A s s o c ia t io n  fo r  the Study o f  Negro L if e  and H isto ry  p u b lis h e s ,  

in  a d d it io n  to  th e  p e r io d ic a ls  The Negro H isto ry  B u lle t in  and The 

Journal o f  Negro H is to r y , a number o f  books th a t can be used  i n  s c h o o ls .  

Among th ese  are An In tro d u c tio n  to  B lack  L ite r a tu r e  in  Am erica— 1746 

to  P resen t by L indsay P a tte r so n , I  Too Am America by P a t r ic ia  W. Romero, 

An Anthology o f  the American Negro in  the T heatre by L indsay P a tte r s o n ,  

and A fr ican  H eroes and H eroines by C arter G. Woodson.^

The te c m illa n  Gateway E n g lish  s e r i e s  which was develop ed  by th e  

Hunter C o lleg e  P r o je c t  E n g lish  Curriculum Study C enter p ro v id es  m a te r ia ls  

fo r  th ree  y ea rs  o f  developm ental l i t e r a t u r e  and language a r t s  in s t r u c ­

t io n .  The program p ro v id es  fou r so ftb a c k  a n th o lo g ie s  o f rea d in g  s e l e c ­

t io n s  fo r  each y e a r .  The a n th o lo g ie s  were c r ea te d  w ith  e d u c a t io n a lly  

d isad van taged  s tu d e n ts  and r e lu c ta n t  read ers in  m ind. The s e t t i n g s ,  

c h a r a c te r s , and s i t u a t io n s  exp lored  in  the read in g  s e le c t io n s  are  

m ean ingfu l to  s tu d e n ts  w ith  v a r ie d  backgrounds and d i f f e r e n t  a b i l i t y

^ B ea tr ice  M. Murphy, B ib lio g r a p h ic  Survey: The Negro i n  P r in t
(W ashington: The Negro B ib lio g r a p h ic  and Research C en ter , I n c . ,  1 9 7 0 ),
p . 1 .

^Brochure (W ashington: The A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e  Study o f  Negro
L ife  and H is to r y , 1 9 6 9 ) , p , 1 .
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l e v e l s .  The rea d in g s  are taken from v a r ie d  so u r c e s  in c lu d in g  This Week 

M agazine, The R eader's D ig e s t ,  and A Tree Grows in  B rook lyn .

The forms r e p r ese n te d  in  th e  a n th o lo g ie s  in c lu d e  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  

v i g n e t t e s ,  a r t i c l e s ,  in te r v ie w s ,  p la y s ,  f o lk  t a l e s ,  f a b le s ,  s o n g s , pro­

v e r b s , poems, and e x c e r p ts  from b ook s. The i l l u s t r a t i o n s  are photo­

grap h s. There i s  a com prehensive t e a c h e r 's  manual fo r  each an th ology  

along  w ith  recorded  songs and poems and tr a n sp a r e n c ie s  f o r  th e  overhead  

p r o je c to r .

A nthology t i t l e s  in c lu d e  A Fam ily I s  _a Way o f  F e e l in g , S to r ie s  

in  Song and V e r se , Who Am I_, C oping, S t r iv in g , A Wes te r n  Sam pler, Crea­

tu r es  i n  V erse , Two Roads to  G r e a tn e ss , R ebels and R e g u la r s , P eop le  in  

P o e tr y , Something S tr a n g e , and Ways o f  J u s t i c e .^

Gross and Hardy have com piled a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e s sa y s  which r e ­

p r e se n ts  v a r io u s  im ages o f  the Negro in  American l i t e r a r y  w orks. In  

the e s s a y s  c r i t i c s  d is c u s s  the l i t e r a r y  t r a d it io n  o f  th e  Negro in  c o lo ­

n i a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  the Southern n o v e l p r io r  to  1800 , l i t e r a t u r e  o f  the  

R e c o n str u c t io n , the American G o th ic , th e  e a r ly  Harlem n o v e l and twen­

t ie t h -c e n tu r y  f i c t i o n .  The u se  o f  th e  Negro is .e x a m in e d  in  the work o f  

Herman M e lv i l l e ,  H a r r ie t  B eecher Stow e, Mark Tw ain, W illiam  F aulkner, 

Eudora W elty , R ichard W right, Ralph E l l i s o n ,  and James B aldw in. A u se ­

f u l  b ib lio g r a p h y  o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  d e a lin g  w ith  the Negro in  American

C.
M acm illan Gateway E n g lish  (New York: The M acm illan Company,

1 9 7 0 ), pp. 1 -1 0 .

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PREVIE
W



11

l i t e r a t u r e  i s  in c lu d e d . T his could  be a u s e fu l  work fo r  tea ch ers  o f

Negro l i t e r a t u r e .^

Barbara Dodds s tu d ie d  and e v a lu a te d  many works by Negro w r it e r s .

Her purpose was to  acq u a in t tea ch ers  and o th e rs  in t e r e s t e d  in  American

l i t e r a t u r e  w ith  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n s  o f  th e  N egro. Her work in c lu d e s  a

su rvey  o f  the h i s t o r y  o f  Negro w r ite r s  from th e p o s t  C iv i l  War p er iod

to  th e  contem porary w r i t e r s .  She e v a lu a te s  ju n io r  n o v e ls  and b io g r a p h ies

fo r  h igh  sc h o o l s tu d e n ts  and p rov id es sam ple c lassroom  u n it s  u t i l i z i n g

th e  work o f Negro w r i t e r s .

Dodds p o in t s  o u t th a t  books about N egroes fo r  boys are d i f f i c u l t

to  f in d . She recommends fo u r  th a t are popu lar and o f a c c e p ta b le  l i t e r a r y

q u a l i t y : South Town. North Town. Durango S t r e e t . and L ions in  the Way.

Dodds' work in c lu d e s  a u n it  f o r  e le v e n th -g r a d e  s tu d e n ts  based

on the H arcou rt, B race tex tb ook  Adventures in  American L ite r a tu r e  and

a g u id e  fo r  te a c h in g  a u n it  o f  n in th -g r a d e  Negro l i t e r a t u r e .  The Negro

l i t e r a t u r e  gu id e  was prepared  fo r  u se  i n  the D e tr o it  P u b lic  S c h o o ls .

U se fu l s u g g e s t io n s  are p rov ided  fo r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and stu d y

g u id es  are in c lu d e d  f o r  s e le c t e d  n o v e ls .  There i s  a gu id e  fo r  u sin g

The N a rra tiv e  o f  th e  L ife  o f  F rederick  D o u g la ss , The L i l i e s  o f  th e  F i e ld ,

and Mary Ja n e . Dodds' su g g e s t io n s  and recom m endations w ere used  e x te n -
8

s i v e l y  by the w r it e r  o f  t h is  d i s s e r t a t io n .

Seymour L. Gross and John Edward Hardy, Images o f  th e  Negro in  
American L ite r a tu r e  (P a tte r n s  o f L ite r a r y  C r it ic is m , No. 5 .  C hicago: 
U n iv e r s ity  o f C hicago P r e s s , 1 9 6 6 ).

g
Barbara Dodds, Negro L ite r a tu r e  fo r  High Sch ool S tu d en ts (Cham­

p a ig n , I l l i n o i s :  N a tio n a l C ou ncil o f T eachers o f  E n g lis h , 1968 ).
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Another cu r r en t w r i t e r ,  Charlemae R o l l in s ,  summarized the chang­

in g  r o le  o f  the Negro in  l i t e r a t u r e  and in  Am erican s o c i e t y .  A fter  

World War I I  a grow ing aw areness th a t  th e  Negro m ust be f u l l y  in te g r a te d  

in t o  American l i f e  was n o te d . E a r lie r  many books d e p ic t in g  Negro l i f e  

were w r it te n  in  an a u th o r -c r e a te d  d i a l e c t  and w ere d i f f i c u l t  to  read  

and un d erstan d . I l l u s t r a t i o n s  were o f te n  o f f e n s iv e  to  N egroes. R ela­

t io n s h ip s  betw een  w h ite  and Negro were p a tr o n iz in g . Negro ch aracters  

were u s u a lly  s ta b le b o y s ,  m a id s, p o r te r s ,  or o th er  m e n ia ls . No p r o fe s ­

s io n a l  N egroes w ere i n  the book s. The Negro c h a r a c te r  alw ays spoke in  

a Southern d i a l e c t .

Many books now b ein g  p u b lish ed  d e p ic t  N egroes in  a l l  r o le s  in  

s o c i e t y .  They l i v e  and work as eq u a ls  and are p r e se n te d  as human b e in g s  

w ith  s tr e n g th s  and w ea k n esses . Books about N egroes now r e f l e c t  the  

s t r id e s  th a t th e  Negro has made in  h i s  s tr u g g le  f o r  human d ig n ity .

R o l l in s ' work i s  a v a lu a b le  r e fe r e n c e  book o f  Negro l i t e r a t u r e  

fo r  c h ild r e n  and young p e o p le . She p ro v id es  an e x te n s iv e  b ib lio g r a p h y , 

an e v a lu a t io n  o f  many w orks, and a com prehensive l i s t  o f  p u b lish e rs  

and p r ic e s .  Her work l i s t s  Negro l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i la b le  in  p ictu reb oofcs,

f i c t i o n ,  h i s t o r y ,  b io g ra p h y , p o e tr y , f o lk l o r e ,  m u s ic , s c ie n c e ,  and

9s p o r t s .

Robert Bone d is c u ss e d  problems o f  Negro l i t e r a t u r e  in  E n g lish  

Jou rn al fo r  A p r i l ,  1969, He s ta te d  th a t  n e x t to  n o th in g  had been done

Q
Charlemae R o l l in s ,  We B u ild  T ogether (Champaign, I l l i n o i s :  

N a tio n a l C ou n cil o f  T eachers o f E n g lish , 1 9 6 7 ) , p . x i i i .
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by way o f  p rep arin g  m a te r ia ls  fo r  Negro l i t e r a t u r e  fo r  h ig h  s c h o o l  and 

ju n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tu d e n ts .  He eva lu a ted  two a n th o lo g ie s  o f  Negro l i t e r a ­

tu re: B lack  V o ic e s  e d ite d  by Abraham Chapman and Dark Symphony e d ite d

by James Emanuel and Theodore G ross. The l e v e l  o f t a s t e  in  th e s e  two 

a n th o lo g ie s  was judged  to  be h ig h . Bone f e l t  th a t  both  c o n ta in e d  teach ­

a b le  m a te r ia ls  fo r  h ig h  s c h o o l s tu d e n t s . However h e  f e l t  th a t  more

m a te r ia l th a t t r e a t s  Negro l i t e r a t u r e  e x te n s iv e ly  and in  depth  shou ld  

10
be made a v a i la b le .

Dorothy Dee B a ile y  d ir e c te d  a c la s s  which worked as a re sea rch  

team in  com p ilin g  an an n ota ted  b ib lio g ra p h y  of read in g  m a te r ia ls  to  be 

used w ith  c u l t u r a l ly  d ep rived  s tu d e n ts . A b ib lio g r a p h y  fo r  tea c h e r s

l i s t s  both books and a r t i c l e s  h e lp fu l  f o r  th ose  working w ith  dep rived

11s tu d e n ts .

Dorothy S t e r l in g  found th a t  d e s p ite  the cu rren t em phasis on 

r a c ia l  problem s few  books e x i s t  th a t  p r e se n t  h o n e s t ly  th e  Negro e x p e r i­

ence in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  In  the p a st  decade th e  number o f  c h i ld r e n 's  

books w hich d e a l  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  w ith  Negroes has in c r e a s e d , b u t they  

com prise on ly  about 1 p e r c en t o f the t o t a l  number o f  c h i ld r e n 's  books

p u b lish e d . C h ild r e n 's  read ers have im proved, b u t h is to r y  t e x t s  are

12" d isa p p o in t in g ly  f u l l  o f  m iss ta te m e n ts , o m iss io n s , and b ia s ."

^ R o b e r t  Bone, "Negro L ite r a tu r e  in  the Secondary S c h o o ls :  Pro­
blems and P e r s p e c t iv e s ,"  E n g lish  J o u rn a l, LVIII (A p r il,  1 9 6 9 ) , 110 -115 .

^ D o ro th y  Dee B a i le y ,  Teaching E n g lish  to  the C u ltu r a lly  D if fe r e n t  
(West C h ester , P en n sy lv a n ia : West C hester S ta te  C o lle g e , 1 9 6 7 ).

^ D o ro th y  S t e r l in g ,  "The Soul o f  L earn ing ,"  E n g lish  J o u r n a l,
LVII (F ebruary , 1 9 6 8 ) , 166 -180 .
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