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Course Description

This course provides foundational writing experience and instruction to facilitate first-year stu-
dents’ transition to writing at the post-secondary level by exploring the implications of writers’
rhetorical situations (audience, purpose, media, and genre) and of individual and social writing
processes (e.g., drafting, peer review, and reflection) on the texts they generate. Engages stu-
dents in critical reading and use of source materials. All students will compile and submit an
ePortfolio to the English department. Satisfies the General Education requirement of a founda-
tional course in English Composition that students are expected to fulfill in their first year of
enrollment. Prerequisites: none. This course earns three GEPs toward Goal 1 Communication in
general education.

Course Objectives

After taking this course, students will be able to:

1. describe broadly the importance of audience, purpose, media, and genre in reading and
writing as processes.

2. demonstrate the writing process, showing planning, organizing, composing, revising, and
editing.

3. generate and organize ideas into sustained essays that demonstrate paragraph unity, coher-
ence, clarity, and development.

4. locate, evaluate, cite, and incorporate textual evidence from scholarly sources.

5. interrogate, reflect critically upon, and synthesize information from non-fictional texts.

6. recognize the primary characteristics of and demonstrate an ability to write in a variety of
genres.

7. compose sentences, paragraphs, and essays in standard formal written English that demon-
strate proficiency in grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and style.
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Required Readings

There is only one required textbook for this class. Please note that different editions of this
textbook may not contain all of the required readings. All other weekly readings or supplemental
materials will be provided online and are listed as (D2L) where relevant. These will come from
a variety of Open-Educational Resources (OERs), which means they are free-of-charge.

1. Colombo, Gary; Robert Cullen; and Bonnie Lisle (eds). 2016. Rereading America: Cultural
Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing. Boston/New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 10th
Edition. (AMER)

Grading Breakdown

• 5% of your grade will be determined by an introductory video you share with the class
to help us get to know you better as a person and student. This should be between two
and five minutes in duration. This will not, however, be a spontaneously produced video.
Imagine that you are interviewing yourself: Prepare the questions beforehand that you will
answer, and stay on track when responding. Note that this is the only chance for us to
see/hear you, so feel free to let your creativity shine through.

• 30% of your grade will be determined by your discussion board posts on the readings
and your responses to classmates. Because we are meeting neither face-to-face nor syn-
chronously, these discussion board posts will provide the only real opportunity for you to
demonstrate your engagement with the text and with the thoughts of your peers, both of
which would have been graded as attendance and participation in a standard classroom
setting. To this end, you should ensure that your initial posts (250-300 words) identify
particular (implicit or explicit) arguments from the reading(s), engage with and cite textual
evidence, and present two questions for discussion. The two questions do not contribute
toward the word length. On the other hand, your responses to peers (50-100 words) can-
not simply contain platitudes. You must respond directly to a specific comment made or
position assumed by your classmate, or you can respond directly to one or both of the
questions that s/he has posed. Ultimately, both of these components will allow us to write
consistently, to tackle complex texts, and to have a dialogue with our peers.

• 15% of your grade will be determined by your literacy narrative essay. This will be three
to four pages in length. The primary rhetorical modes of this written assignment are nar-
ration, description, and illustration. This piece of writing will address your most impactful
moments with reading and writing in a way that relies only on your personal experiences
and knowledge, i.e. there will be zero outside research conducted, and you are free to use
first- and second-person pronouns. For instance, you may want to consider the very first
memory you have of a book, struggles or achievements in school, etc.

• 20% of your grade will be determined by your extended definition essay. This will be
four to five pages in length. The primary rhetorical modes of this written assignment are
definition, description, and illustration. This piece of writing will allow you to identify
a particular term, concept, or idea and engage it in a thoughtful, extensive manner; to
this end, you will consult sources where necessary to present different perspectives. For
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example, you may want to dive deeper into the ways that we define (or have redefined)
“freedom,” “college,” or “man” by consulting dictionary and/or encyclopedic definitions,
a scholarly journal, and two newspaper articles. Ultimately, you will need to incorporate
three academic sources, not random websites.

• 25% of your grade will be determined by your argumentative essay, which will be six to
eight pages in length. The primary rhetorical mode of this written assignment is argu-
mentation; however, any number of other rhetorical modes will be utilized as you establish
and bolster your position. This piece of writing will allow you to present and interrogate
a (highly) contested topic, assume a position that is defended by a clearly defined thesis
statement, etc. As such, you may want to argue against the expansion of self-checkout
machines or in favor of online education. Ultimately, you will need to incorporate five aca-
demic sources, not random websites. Topics including abortion, gun ownership, marijuana
consumption, and lowering the drinking age are not permitted.

• 5% of your grade will be determined by your final reflection. This will contain two parts,
though both will focus on your growth this semester. The first should exemplify the ways in
which you have grown as a writer through the assignments: What have you learned about
your own role in the writing process? What have you learned about yourself as a writer?
The second should exemplify the ways in which the readings have or have not helped
you: What have you learned about yourself, life, and the world through the readings? Did
you find them to be helpful or interesting? Why or why not? This assignment will be as
long as necessary, though submissions of fewer than two solid paragraphs likely have not
demonstrated effective, honest reflection.

Grade Ranges

A 97-100% A- 90-95% B+ 87-89% B 83-86%
B- 80-82% C+ 77-79% C 73-76% C- 70-72%
D+ 66-69% D 60-65% F ≤ 59%

Academic Honesty and Integrity

It should be understood that all work formally submitted for evaluation by the instructor must
be prepared individually, i.e. with honesty and integrity. According to the guidelines set forth
by Bloomsburg University, this means you will not engage in plagiarism, fabrication, cheating,
the unauthorized distribution of copyrighted material, etc. Academic dishonesty of any kind
will not be accepted and will result in a failing grade for the assignment, in addition to formal
reporting at the university level. Although we will discuss this topic in class, it is suggested
that any lingering questions be addressed to the instructor or answered by consulting the official
policy online.

Accommodations

Bloomsburg University values inclusion and seeks to create a climate of respect and the full
participation and access for all students. It is the University’s policy and practice to provide
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reasonable accommodations for students with properly documented disabilities according to the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Students who
have questions about these university services or have a disability are encouraged to visit the
University Disability Services in the Warren Student Services Center, Room 043 or by contacting
the department staff at 570-389-4491.

(NOTE: If you do not qualify for accommodations but find yourself struggling, please do not
hesitate to reach out. I understand that this is a difficult time for everyone, and, although our
singular goal is academic growth, this should not come at the expense of your overall wellness.)

Tentative Course Schedule

Listed below is the tentative course schedule for the semester, though (announced) changes may
be made as necessary for our continued academic success. Each week is presented as a sequence
of two days, under which the readings for that session will appear. If one of the entries is pre-
ceded and followed by asterisks, this indicates that a major assignment is either being introduced
or submitted. Finally, the procedures for sessions that involve individual conferences and peer
editing will be discussed during the third week when this occurs for the first time.

Week 01: Transitioning to College-Level/Academic Writing

• Monday

– Introduction to College Composition

– Structure and Goals of ENGL-101

– “What is ’Academic’ Writing” - L. Lennie Irvin (D2L)

– Diagnostic Essay

– ** Discuss Introduction Video Assignment **

• Wednesday

– “So You’ve Got a Writing Assignment. Now What?” - Corrine E. Hinton (D2L)

– “Ten Ways to Think About Writing: Metaphorical Musings for College Writing Stu-
dents” - E. Shelley Reid (D2L)

– ** Introduction Video Due by Friday **

Week 02: Thinking Like an Academic

• Monday

– “From Topic to Presentation: Making Choices to Develop Your Writing” - Beth L.
Hewett (D2L)

– “Reflective Writing and the Revision Process: What Were You Thinking?” - Sandra L.
Giles (D2L)

– ** Discuss Literacy Narrative **
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• Wednesday

– “Thinking Critically, Challenging Cultural Myths” (AMER)
– “Don’t Send Your Kids to the Ivy League” - William Deresiewicz (AMER)

Week 03: Boot Camp: Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling, and Style

• Monday

– “General Writing” from Purdue OWL

• Wednesday

– Individual Conferences and Peer Editing

Week 04: The Reading←→ Writing Process

• Monday

– “Finding Your Way In’: Invention as Inquiry Based Learning in First Year Writing” -
Steven Lessner and Collin Craig (D2L)

– “Shitty First Drafts” - Anne Lamott (D2L)

• Wednesday

– “How to Read Like a Writer” - Mike Bunn (D2L)
– “Always Living in Spanish” - Marjorie Agosin (D2L)
– “To My One Love” – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (D2L)
– ** Literacy Narrative Due by Friday

Week 05: Thesis Statements, Arguments, and Logic

• Monday

– “On the Other Hand: The Role of Antithetical Writing in First Year Composition
Courses” - Steven D. Krause (D2L)

• Wednesday

– “Finding the Good Argument OR Why Bother with Logic?” - Rebecca Jones (D2L)

Week 06: Just What is a ‘Genre’?

• Monday

– “Navigating Genres” - Kerry Dirk (D2L)
– ** Discuss Extended Definition Essay **

• Wednesday

– “What We Really Miss About the 1950s” - Stephanie Coontz (AMER)
– “Marriage Markets: How Inequality is Remaking the American Family” - June Car-

bone and Naomi Cahn (AMER)
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Week 07: Scholarly Sources (Part #1)

• Monday

– “Walk, Talk, Cook, Eat: A Guide to Using Sources” - Cynthia R. Haller (D2L)
– “Why Are All the Cartoon Mothers Dead?” - Sarah Boxer (AMER)
– “A Prostitute, a Servant, and a Customer-Service Representative: A Latina in Academia”

- Carmen R. Lugo-Lugo (AMER)

• Wednesday

– Individual Conferences and Peer Editing

Week 08: Scholarly Sources (Part #2)

• Monday

– “Wikipedia Is Good for You?” - James P. Purdy (D2L)

• Wednesday

– “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” - Nicholas Carr (D2L)
– “Small Change: Why the Revolution Will Not Be Tweeted” - Malcolm Gladwell (D2L)
– “What I Learned While Editing Wikipedia” - Noopur Raval (D2L)
– ** Extended Definition Essay Due by Friday **

Week 09: First Steps into Rhetorical Analysis

• Monday

– “Taking Flight: Connecting Inner and Outer Realities During Invention” - Susan E.
Antlitz (D2L)

• Wednesday

– “Backpacks vs. Briefcases: Steps Toward Rhetorical Analysis” - Laura Bolin Carroll
(D2L)

– “Footprints on the Flag” - Anchee Min (D2L)
– “Time to Look and Listen” - Magdoline Asfahani (D2L)

Week 10: Too Much CRAAP

• Monday

– “Googlepedia: Turning Information Behaviors into Research Skills” - Randall McClure
(D2L)

– “How to Identify Fake News in 10 Steps” (D2L)
– ** Discuss Argumentative Essay **

• Wednesday

– “George Orwell...Meet Mark Zuckerberg” - Lori Andrews (AMER)
– “Inequality: Can Social Media Resolve Social Divisions?” - Danah Boyd (AMER)
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Week 11: Thematic Engagement: Language and Life

• Monday

– “An Indian’s Journey through Reservation Life” - David Treuer (AMER)
– “Defying the P.C. Police” - Juan Williams (D2L)

• Wednesday

– Individual Conferences and Peer Editing

Week 12: Thematic Engagement: Class and Education

• Monday

– “The Essentials of a Good Education” - Diane Ravitch (AMER)
– “I Just Wanna Be Average” - Mike Rose (AMER)

• Wednesday

– “Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work” - Jean Anyon (AMER)
– “Still Separate, Still Unequal” - Jonathan Kozol (AMER)

Week 13: Thematic Engagement: Race and Culture

• Monday

– “Theories and Constructs of Race” - Linda Holtzman and Leon Sharpe (AMER)
– “Slavery in the Land of the Free” - Kevin Bales and Ron Soodalter (AMER)

• Wednesday

– Individual Conferences and Peer Editing

Week 14: Thematic Engagement: Gender and Sexuality

• Monday

– “Becoming Members of Society: Learning the Social Meanings of Gender” - Aaron H.
Devor (AMER)

– “Quandaries of Representation” - Mona el-Ghobashy (AMER)

• Wednesday

– “Bros Before Hos: The Guy Code” - Michael Kimmel (AMER)
– “Sisterhood is Complicated” - Ruth Padawer (AMER)
– ** Argumentative Essay Due by Friday **

Week 15: Concluding the Course

• Monday

– Final Meeting
– ** Final Reflection Due by Wednesday **
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