
Learning Support English (ENGL-0999)

Middle Georgia State University

Instructor: Troy E. Spier, Ph.D. Email: troy.spier@mga.edu
Section: ENGL-0999-03A Credits: 2 CR
Semester: Summer 2021 Time: Remote/Asynchronous
Campus: D2L (Virtual) Room: D2L (Virtual)

Course Description

This Learning Support course is intended to provide co-requisite support for students requiring
remediation in reading and/or writing while they are enrolled in English Composition I (ENGL-
1101). Topics will parallel topics studied in ENGL-1101 as well as the essential reading and
writing skills needed to be successful in ENGL-1101. Taken with ENGL-1101, this is a composi-
tion course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis
on exposition, analysis, and argumentation, and also including introductory use of a variety of
research skills.

Policy Statements

Placement Guidelines: Students are required to take Learning Support English courses based
upon Middle Georgia State University admissions guidelines and, if needed, placement scores.

30-Hour Rule: In accordance with Board of Regents policy, students must complete ENGL-1101
and ENGL-1102 before earning thirty hours of course credit.

Learning Support (ENGL-0999) number of attempts: Because of the 30-hour rule (above), stu-
dents with Learning Support requirements who are enrolled in ENGL-0999 and ENGL-1101 will
have unlimited attempts to exit Learning Support English and may continue to enroll until they
reach the 30-hour limit. However, students who have acquired 30 or more credit hours and have
not exited LS can only enroll in LS courses. Readmitted students who have not satisfied require-
ments and have acquired 30 or more hours during their previous period(s) of enrollment, can
only enroll in LS courses.

Learning Support Exit Requirements: Students enrolled in ENGL-0999 and ENGL-1101 may
exit Learning Support English when they satisfy the following requirements:

1. Learning Support English requirements will be satisfied, and students may progress to
ENGL-1102 under the following conditions:
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(a) Students who pass ENGL-1101 with at least a C and pass ENGL-0999 will satisfy
Learning Support requirements and progress to English 1102.

(b) Students who pass ENGL-1101 with at least a C but fail ENGL-0999 will satisfy Learn-
ing Support requirements and progress to ENGL-1102. Please note that passing ENGL-
1101 with a grade of C or higher satisfies the Learning Support English requirement, regardless
of the grade received in the co- requisite support course. As such, it will be possible to earn an
“F” or an “IP” in ENGL-0999 yet still exit Learning Support English and enroll in ENGL-
1102.

2. Students will remain in Learning Support and will need to repeat courses under the fol-
lowing conditions:

(a) Students who fail ENGL-1101 but pass ENGL-0999 will remain in Learning Support
and will need to retake both ENGL-1101 and ENGL-0999 as co-requisites.

(b) Students who fail both ENGL-1101 and ENGL-0999 will remain in Learning Support
and will need to retake both ENGL-1101 and ENGL-0999 as co-requisites.

Purpose and Nature of the Course

The purpose of this course is to teach students to compose clear, precise, and effective writing that
informs the reader about the writer’s personal experiences, explains an idea, argues a position,
and responds to essay questions. By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. recognize the steps in the writing process.

2. write and read critically in response to texts.

3. identify literary devices and their purposes.

4. apply rhetorical contexts in writing.

5. revise ideas to clarify writing.

6. apply conventions of grammar and mechanics.

Required Readings

There is only one required textbook for this class. Please note that different editions might not
contain all of the readings for this class. All other weekly readings or supplemental materials
will be provided online on D2L. These will come from a variety of Open-Educational Resources
(OERs) and/or electronic publications, which means you will not assume the cost.

1. Bullock, Richard, Michal Brody, and Francine Weinberg. 2017. The Little Seagull Handbook
with Exercises (3rd Edition). (SEA)
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Grading Breakdown

• 60% of your grade will be determined by your performance on the written, formally submit-
ted paragraphs and short drafts of writing. Although a conscious attempt has been made
for many of these written assignments to correspond directly to your essays in ENGL-1101,
this will not be the case for every piece of writing, as our broad objectives are to engage
in the writing process and to ensure regular practice writing in a variety of genres and
rhetorical modes.

• 40% of your grade will be determined by your performance on weekly quizzes. These will
contain questions related to the major topics discussed (e.g. steps of the writing process, the
parts of a paragraph, etc.) and also related to the common writing conventions (grammar,
punctuation, spelling, and style) discussed in the readings from The Little Seagull Handbook.

Grade Ranges

90-100% A “Excellent Work”
80-89% B “Good Work”
70-79% C “Satisfactory Work”
60-69% D “Unsatisfactory Work”
0-59% F “Failing”

Instructions in Light of Covid-19

These guidelines can be found here. Due to the current public health emergency as a result
of COVID-19, social distancing will be in effect on all campuses. Appropriate face coverings
covering both the nose and the mouth will be required, both indoors and outdoors. Students
will be expected to adhere to Centers for Disease Control, Georgia Board of Public Health, and
University System of Georgia guidelines for preventative measures. Please reference the Return
to Campus Fall 2020 page for complete information. Non-compliance with the face covering
requirement will be documented and treated as student misconduct.

In most classrooms, seating will be configured to support social distancing. Face-to-face
classes will look different, depending upon classes and subject areas. Several options are avail-
able, and faculty members will use the approach best suited to their classes. Carefully review
your syllabus, D2L announcements, or email for details.

Your instructor may require meeting for online office hours, for example, through Collab-
orate or through Microsoft Teams (the online platform available through your MGA-provided
Office 365 account). Additional information can be found here. If you have questions, ask your
instructor or email COVID19@mga.edu.

Be prepared to wear a facemask to any face-to-face meetings during your instructor’s office
hours—your instructor will require it. Email your instructor for help.

Students must also wear masks in class. There are paper masks available in various locations
around campus, if a student forgets one. Just ask. A student can get one and return to class.
Without a mask, a student may not remain in the classroom. Remember masks are required
inside all buildings. Exceptions: Face coverings are not required in one’s own dorm room or
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suite, when alone in an enclosed office or study room, or in campus outdoor settings where
social distancing requirements are met.

IF YOU DO GET SICK: Please take immediate care of yourself. Safe (and required) pro-
cedures are here. You will also need to fill out the form here. If you test positive for the
Coronavirus, you will need to send an email immediately to your instructor. This will en-
able your instructor to best provide assistance to you and help keep everyone safe. This will
also allow your instructor to clarify for you how best to keep current with your schoolwork.
Additionally, if you know you either were or might have been in contact with someone who
has tested positive for Covid-19, email your instructor right away and also fill out the form:
https://www.mga.edu/coronavirus/self-report.php.

IN THE CLASSROOM: Please be advised that precautions will be taken to include social
distancing and mask-wearing—look to your instructor for direct helpful guidance. Also, cleaning
supplies will be provided to wipe down personal space (your desk-top).

1. Daily: Each evening in classrooms, trash and liners will be removed, tops of desks, chairs,
door handles, doors, light switches, keyboards, mouse and furniture will be disinfected by
cleaning staff. Floors will be cleaned weekly.

2. Between Classes: Sanitizer and paper towels will be placed in each classroom for members
of the incoming class to disinfect their seating area.

3. Cleaning Caution: Please do not spray the disinfectant directly on electronics, furniture or
clothing. Spray on a paper towel and then wipe the electronic device.

General Policies

Attendance: Students are expected to attend class for face-to-face sessions and to log in regularly
to D2L to meet the instructor’s requirements for D2L work as indicated in your D2L course page.
Attendance records will be kept: ask your instructor for the specific policy for counting absences,
penalties for absences and the criteria for an excused absence. For face-to-face meetings of your
class, after you pick a seat (or are assigned one), you will have assigned seating: students will
need to stay in the same seating position throughout this semester. This is to facilitate contact
tracing in the event a student gets sick with COVID-19.

Cohorting Procedures: If there is a cohort schedule for your hybrid class (class divided in half)
the students will be assigned to one of two groups, with this assignment listed and explained in
D2L. If a student in a cohorted hybrid class shows up on the wrong day they can stay if and only
if there is room after those attending the correct day are accounted for. For example, if a student
who is scheduled for the day arrives late, a student who is attending on their “off” day will have
to make room for the scheduled student if all students in that day’s cohort are present. Students
should try to attend on their scheduled day (M or W for a MW class).

Withdrawal Policies: Students are allowed to withdraw from any Learning Support English
course and may remain enrolled in other collegiate courses with this exception: Students may
not withdraw from ENGL-0999 without withdrawing from ENGL-1101 and vice versa.

Withdrawal from ENGL-0999 or ENGL-1101: Students who choose to withdraw from ENGL-
0999 must also withdraw from ENGL-1101 and vice versa. Students who withdraw from both
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courses may earn grades of “W” if they withdraw before and including the midterm date. After
midterm, students who withdraw must withdraw from both ENGL-0999 and ENGL-1101 and
will receive a grade of “WF” for both courses.

When withdrawing from ENGL-0999/ENGL-1101 after the midterm date, students will re-
ceive a grade of WF. A WF is calculated in the GPA as an “F.” Instructors may assign “W”
grades for students with excessive absences (beyond the number of absences permitted by the
instructor’s stated attendance policy). Students may withdraw from a maximum of five courses
throughout their enrollment at Middle Georgia State. Beyond the five-course limit, withdrawals
result in “F” grades. (NOTE: Withdrawal from LS courses may affect students’ financial aid and
residence hall status.)

Class Behavior Expectations and Consequences for Violations: Students should help promote
civility and personal responsibility in the classroom and in the online environment. Middle
Georgia State University students are responsible for reading, understanding, and abiding by the
MGA Student Code of Conduct. The page referring to the student Code of Conduct, responsibil-
ities, procedures, and rights is found here.

University Policy: Students are responsible for reading, understanding, and adhering to all Mid-
dle Georgia State University student policies, including those linked on the Syllabus Policy page.

MGA Policy on Disability Accommodations: Students seeking ADA accommodations must
contact Middle Georgia State University Office of Disability Services in Macon at (478) 471-2985
or in Cochran at (478) 934- 3023.

Student Support Services: Tutoring is available free of charge on all MGA campuses for cur-
rently enrolled students. To view center contact information, subjects tutored, and tutor availabil-
ity, go to the SSC website here. SSC tutoring sessions may be scheduled online and face-to-face
through the “Book an Appointment” link on the Student Success Center website. Other services
at the SSC include online academic workshops and a robust website with resources for academic
assistance. The centers also have computer workstations, printing, and Internet access.

End of Course Evaluations: Student evaluations of faculty are administered online at the end
of each term/session for all courses with five or more students. Students will receive an email
containing a link to a survey for each course in which they are enrolled. All responses are anony-
mous.

HB 280 Campus Carry Legislation available here.

Delayed Opening or Closing of the University: If the University is closed due to unforeseen
circumstances, students are expected to maintain contact with the university (Knight’s Alert or
https://www.mga.edu/police/alert/index.php) and with their instructor and to continue their
coursework as directed.
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Fall 2020 Student Resources Summary/Update:

1. Link to the Student Success Center (SSC)

2. Link to the Writing Center

3. Link to Brightspace/D2L help

4. Link to IT Help-Desk for Computer Issues

5. Link to Online Library Help

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is considered academic misconduct. It is a serious academic offence and should be
avoided as it will result in possible course grade penalties and even referral to the Student Con-
duct Officer. The best way to avoid plagiarizing the work of others is to know the definition: The
following definition of plagiarism expands upon the Student Code’s description of plagiarism
and has been adopted as standard by the English Department. For further explanation and il-
lustrations, refer to the English Department’s “Plagiarism Definition,” available online here. The
consequences for deliberate plagiarism include a grade of 0% on the assignment and reporting
at the university level.

1. It is plagiarism to copy another’s words directly and present them as your own without
quotation marks and direct indication of whose words you are copying. All significant
phrases, clauses, and passages copied from another source require quotation marks and
proper acknowledgment, down to the page number(s) of printed texts.

2. It is plagiarism to paraphrase another writer’s work by altering some words but com-
municating the same essential point(s) made by the original author without proper ac-
knowledgment. Though quotation marks are not needed with paraphrasing, you must still
acknowledge the original source directly.

3. Plagiarism includes presenting someone else’s ideas or factual discoveries as your own. If
you follow another person’s general outline or approach to a topic, presenting another’s
original thinking or specific conclusions as your own, you must cite the source even if your
work is in your own words entirely. When you present another’s statistics, definitions, or
statements of fact in your own work, you must also cite the source.

4. Plagiarism includes allowing someone else to prepare work that you present as your own.

5. Plagiarism applies in other media besides traditional written texts, including, but not lim-
ited to, oral presentations, graphs, charts, diagrams, artwork, video and audio composi-
tions, and other electronic media such as web pages, PowerPoint presentations, and online
discussion postings.

Plagiarism Prevention Tool Notification: A plagiarism prevention service is used in evaluation
of written work submitted for this course. As directed by the instructor, students are expected to
submit or have their assignments submitted through the service in order to meet requirements
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for this course. The papers may be retained by the service for the sole purpose of checking for
plagiarized content in future student submissions.

Important Dates

• Classes Begin: May 24

• Drop/Add Period: May 24-25

• Grades Due: June 23 (Midterm), July 29 at 12:00 (Final)

• Last Day to Withdraw with a “W” Grade: June 29

• Final Exams: July 22 and July 26-28

Tentative Course Schedule

Listed below is the tentative course schedule for the semester, though changes may be made as
necessary for our academic success. Each week is presented as a single unit, under which the
readings and/or assignments will appear. This means that you should come to class prepared
with notes and questions. If one of the entries is preceded by asterisks, this indicates that a major
assignment is either being introduced or submitted.

Week 01:

• Introduction to and Goals of ENGL-0999

• Self-Introductions/Icebreakers

• The Writing Process

• Reading Critically (pp. 83-88 SEA)

• Parts of a Sentence / Paragraph

• Topic / Purpose / Audience / Genre (pp. 2-5 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Narration (pp. 58-61 SEA)

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz

Week 02:

• Parts of an Essay and MLA Formatting

• Subjects and Predicates (pp. 314-317 SEA)

• Sentence Fragments (pp. 270-271 + 317-319 SEA)

• Fused/Run-On Sentences (pp. 275-277 SEA)
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• Comma Splices (pp. 272-274 + 320-321 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Illustration

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz

Week 03:

• Thesis Statements

• Sentence Types and Punctuation (pp. 386 + 391-393 SEA)

• Finding, Evaluating, and Citing Sources (CRAAP)

• Quoting / Paraphrasing / Summarizing

• Incorporating Quotations (pp. 299-300 + 395-399 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Definition

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz

Week 04:

• Formality (pp. 351-360 + 368-369 + 377-378 SEA)

• Subject-Verb Agreement (pp. 292-294 + 334-339 SEA)

• Verb Form/Tense Consistency (pp. 295-297 + 322-334 SEA)

• Rhetorical Analysis (pp. 49-53 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Description

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz

Week 05:

• Transition Words

• Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement (pp. 285-288 + 339-341 SEA)

• Unclear Pronoun Reference (pp. 282-284 + 341-342 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Problem-Solution

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz

Week 06:

• Misplaced/Dangling Modifiers (pp. 301-303 SEA)

• Parallelism (pp. 345-347 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Argument (pp. 43-48 SEA)

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz
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Week 07:

• Introductory Information (pp. 305-306 SEA)

• Essential and Nonessential Information (pp. 307-309 + 388 SEA)

• Pronouns in the Wrong Case (pp. 289-290 + 342-345 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Classification/Division

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz

Week 08:

• Mixed Constructions (pp. 278-280 SEA)

• Misplaced/Dangling Modifiers (pp. 301-303 SEA)

• Confused Words (pp. 309-313 + 361-365 SEA)

• Rhetorical Mode: Compare-Contrast

• ASSIGNMENTS DUE: Written Paragraph + Weekly Quiz
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